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THE  EN1)  OF  THE  CONSPIRATORS. 

On  Wednesday,  .Inly  5,  sent  'iico  « .'is  passed  upon 
the  conspirators;  connected  with  the  murder  of  Pre*.  , 
ident  Lincoln,  and  the  same  day  was  approved  hi 
President  Johnson.  According  to  the  terms  of  this 
sentence  Harold,  Atzerott,  Payne,  nnd  Mrs. 
Si  in:  \  i  t  were  condemned  tobf  hung;  O'Laughlin, 
Arnold,  and  Dr.  Mitnn  to  he  imprisoned  for  life ; 
and  SpAXGi.nuto  be  confined  in  the  Penitentiary  at 
Alhiinv  at  hard  labor  for  six  years.     • 

The  execution  of  the  sentence  w  as  otic  of  the  most 
summary  on  record.  The  sentence  was  made  known 
to  the  prisoners  on  Thursday,  the  (itli,  and  the  very 
next  dav.  at  half  past  one  o'clock,  t.hoie  sentenced 
lo  he  hung  were  launched  into  eternity. 

Tt  was  about  noon  <>n  Thursday  that  General 
Hartrauft  read  to  the  prisoners  their  sentence,  in 
iJcncral  IT,\v<<»  it's  presence.  Payne,  whose  real 
name  is  Lewis  Thornton  Powell,  received  the 
intelligence  of  his  fate  with  composure,  evidently 
expecting  nothing  else.  He  requested  the  spiritual 
1  advice  of  Dr.  Stracker,  a  Baptist  clergyman  of 
1  rtiiltiniore,  which  was  granted.  Atzerott,  on  the 
other  hand,  and  Harold,  and  I*  rs.  Surkatt,  were 
surprised  at  their  sentence.  Atzerott,  in  partic- 
ular, was  discomposed  and  frightened.  Harold 
was  calmer  than  lie  had  shown  himself  on  previous 
occasions. 

As  soon  as  the  findings  of  he  court  were  made 
public  the  friends  of  those  sen  enced  to  death  began 
their  importunities  to  obtain  reprieve  or  commuta- 
tion. In  the  case  of  Sirs.  Surratt  much  sympathy 
was  excited,  not  in  behalf  of  the  criminal  herself, 
hut  of  her  unfortunate  daughter,  who  made  the 
most  persistent  and  heart-rending  pleas  for  her  con- 
demned mother.  Similar  efforts  were,  made  |,v 
II ARoi.n's  sisters  to  obtain  a  respite  for  their  broth- 
er. Mrs.  Surratt  asked  for  a  postponement  of 
her  sentence  for  four  days,  on  the  ground  that  such 
time  was  needful  according  to  the  customs  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  for  penitential  exercises. 
Mut  this  privilege  was  refused.  Not  succeeding  in 
gaining  their  object  by  supplication,  Mrs.  Suuratt's 
friends  had  recourse  to  the  writ  of  hnhrax  corpus, 
which  was  obtained  from  P.  .T.  Meigs,  Clerk  of  the 
District.  This  had  no  effect.  To  have  admitted 
the  force  of  the  writ  would  have  been  an  admission 
of  the  illegality  of  the  military  trial. 

My  night,  on  Thursday,  the  scaffold  had  been 
erected  in  the  south  yard  of  tbo  old  Penitentiary 
building,  in  which  the  prisoners  were  confined. 
That  night  was  a  wretched  one  for  the  condemned 
prisoners.  I'ntil  nearly  midnight  they  were  at- 
tended Ivy  their  friends  or  spiritual  advisers.  Anna 
Serrate  remained  with  her  mother  almost  the  en- 
tire night.  Payne  bore  up  with  firmness,  though  in 
Ihemorning  ho  refused  to  take  food.  Sirs.  Surkatt 
suffered  much  from  mental  anil  physical  prostration. 
Harold,  comforted  by  the  presence  of  his  sisters — 
six  in  number  —  got  some  rest  toward  morning. 
Atzerott  was  wholly  unnerved,  and  having  passed 
a  sleepless  night,  had  no  relish  for  a  morning  repast. 
At  noon,  '■•:  Friday,  Payne  anil  his  three  asso- 
ciates who  were  to  suffer  death  had  their  last  in- 
terview with  their  friends.  Payne  had  no  relatives 
near  enough  to  he  summoned.  Miss  SuRRATT  en- 
tered her  mother's  cell  accompanied  by  a  gentle- 
man.  Harold  and  Atzerott  were  each  visited 
by  a  sister.  The  interview  lasted  about  half  an 
hour,  when  the  lady  visitors,  dressed  in  deep  mourn- 
ing, issued  from  the  inner  door. 

At  one  o'clock  the,  heavy  door  leading  from  the 
prison  to  the  court-yard  was  opened,  and  the  pro-  . 
cession   to  the  scaffold  commenced.     First  came  j 
Airs.  Si;rratt,  supported  by  two  gentlemen  and  fol-  | 


lowed  by  her  two  spiritual  advisers,  one  of  whom 
carried  a  small  cross  and  a  lick  of  prayer.  The 
limbs  of  the  victim  seemed  to  fail  her,  and  it  was 
'with  great  difficulty  that  she  was  assisted  to  the 
scaffold.  She  ascended  the  steps.  Tier  hands  man- 
acled behind  her,  and  her  face  wearing  a  ghastly 
expression.  Atzerott  followed,  his  hands  and  feet 
both  shackled,  and  his  knees  quaking  with  fear. 
Next  came  Payne,  manacled  in  the  same  manner, 
and  dressed  in  the  navy  pants  and  collarlcss  shirt 
which  he  had  worn  during  the  trial.  He  alone  was 
fearless,  remorseless,  and  unembarrassed.  Last  of 
the  four.  Harold  mounted  the  scaffold  and  took 
his  seat  between  Atzerott  and  Payne. — Mrs.  Sur- 
ratt sitting  on  the  other  side  of  the  latter. 

When  they  were  all  seated  Mr.  Gillett  and  Dr. 
<  him  stepped  forward,  and  each  separately  express- 
ed the  thanks  of  Payne  and  Harold  for  the  kind- 
ness shown  them  by  General  Hartradjt  during 
their  confinement,  and  offered  prayers  for  the  pris- 
oners. Mr.  Butler  performed  a  similar  office  for 
Atzerott. 

The  prisoners  were  then  led  to  the  ropes  prepared 
for  them ;  then  their  arms  and  Ices  were  hound, 
and  the  noose  placed  over  the  head  of  each,  no  re- 
sistance lieing  offered  by  any.  But  Atzerott  still 
quaked  with  a  fear  which  was  torriMe  *o  witness. 
Then  the  cap  was  adjusted,  and  at  nearly  half  past 
one  the  trap  was  sprung  and  the  four  bodies  swung 
in  the  air.  With  Mrs.  Surratt  there  was  no  strug- 
gle, as  there  was  with  the  others.  Paynf.  lived 
six  minute.?  and  a  half. 

There  ^ere  about  three  thousand  soldiers  on 
guard,  posted  on  the  walls  overlooking  the  prison- 
yard,  and  about  the  avenues  of  approach.  General 
HANCOCK  had  issued  about  two  hundred  tickets  ad- 
mitting spectators.  After  the  execution  the  court- 
yard was  cleared,  and  the  bodies  were  taken  down 
and  buried  in  the  coffins  prepared  for  them. 

Since  the  execution  a  confession  of  Atzerott  is 
reported  as  having  been  prepared  by  one  who  had 
known  the  prisoner  since  his  arrest.  According  to 
this  confession  Atzerott  was  born  in  Prussia  in 
1?35,  and  came  to  this  country  with  bis  parents  in 
1844.  He  was  engaged  for  some  time  in  the  coach- 
making  business.  Last  fall  he  was  engaged  in  his 
business  at  Port  Tobacco  when  he  was  induced  to 
join  the  conspiracy  for  abducting  the  President. 
The  first  attempt  to  carry  out  this  plot  was  to  be  on 
the  Seventh  Street  road,  about  the  middle  of  March, 
when  the  President  was  expected  to  visit  a  camp. 
After  his  seizure  the  President  wa«  to  be  carried 
'across  the  Potomac.  This  plan  failed,  as  did  al=o 
,  the  one  subsequently  arranged  to  kidnap  the  Presi- 
dent in  the  theatre.  Atzfrott  denied  that  he 
aided  in  the  plot  to  murder  the  President. 

The  other  prisoners  were  sent  to  their  final  des- 
tination, and  thus  was  completed  the  memorable 
[   history  of  that  conspiracy  which  three  months  ago 
I  plunged  our  people  into  the  lowest  depths  of  grief. 
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Ganging  of  Mrs.  Surratt,  Payne, 
llarrold  and  Atzerodt 


TLey  are  Executed  Simultaneously* 


Attempt  to  Reprieve  Kirs.  Snrratt. 


The  President  Suspends  the  Writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus, 


LAST  ESUKS  ©F  THE  CONDEMNED 


SCENES  AT  THE 


SCAFFOLD. 


Bpeoial  Dispatch  to  The  N.  Y.  Ttlbutm. 

Washington,  Friday,  July  7.  1805. 
The  curtain  has  fallen  on  the  lust  act  uf  the 
great  conspiracy  drama,  ami  Mrs.  Surratt,  Payne,  Hur- 
rold,  and  Atzerodt,  the  unfortunate  victims  of  tlio  arch 
assassin  llooth,  have  gone  to  tlteir  reward,  If  even 
the  most  charitable  concede  to  the  authors  of  such 
heinous  crimed  the  pardon  of  a  forgiving  lleuveu. 

General  lianeoe'.  was  hotly  besieged  last  night 
and  this  forenoon  for  cards  of  aditi'msiou,  hut  adhered 
to  hia  purpose  to  admit  only  those  who  desired  to 
be  present  us  a  matter  of  business  instead  of  curiosity. 
In  consequence  the  assemblage  inside  the  walls  of  the 
Jail-yard  was  not  large,  being  composed  of  a  detach- 
n.ent  of  the  1st  regiment  of  Hancock's  Corps,  selected 
to  act  as  guard  on  the  occasion,  reprerosentativos  of 
the  press  and  a  few  other  citizens  to  whom  the  privi- 
lege of  being  present  had  been  specially  accorded. 

For  a  long  time  previous  to  the  executions,  sobs, 
moans  and  cries  were  heard  issuing  from  ihc  grated 
window  fronting  the  jail  yard  to  the  south,  which  at- 
tracted a  large  group  of  the  rcportorial  corps,  who  were 
assiduously  engaged  in  noting  down  every  lulling  cir- 
cumstance coming  under  their  limited  cbs;  rvation. 

To  the  north  of  the  corridor  in  a  cell,  Atzerodt  In 
conversation  with  his  former  mistress,  could  bo  dis- 
tinctly soen.  He  frequently  used  his  handkerchief  to 
remove  the  perspiration  from  his  face,  and  occasionally 
sobbed  quietly,  as  she  addressed  him,  apparently  in  a 
leeling  manner.  None  of  the  other  prisoners  were  visible. 

In  the  main  hall  or  corridor  slowly  strode  a  number 
of  rilitary  officers,  among  whom  the  fine  figure  of  Gon. 
Hancock  appeared  at  intervals,  going  to  and  from  the 
cells  of  the  condemned,  or  giving  necessary  instruc- 
tions to  his  officers. 

The  cr:es  issuing  from  tho  cells  were  those  cf  thp 
sisters  of  Harrold  untl  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Surrait, 
whose  grief  was  naturally  enough  affecting  and  uncon- 
trollable. 

Thus  passed  tin  interval  from  10  till  2  p.  m.,  the 
sentries  in  the  meantime  slowly  pacing  their  beats  in  a 
thoughtful  mood,  as  if  Ibev  dreaded  the  awful  scene 
Boon  to  be  enacted  and  would  feel  relieved  as  soon  us  it 
was  over;  the  blue  coats  on  the  walls  looking  down 
silently  upon  the  soatfold  below  and  everyone  exhibit- 
ing the  greatest  decorum  and  seeming  tu  bo  duly  im- 
presscd  with  the  overawing  solemnity  of  the  occasion. 

From  tie  cnpolaof  a  detached  building  a  largo  crowd 
looked  down  into  the  jail-yard,  while  Gardiner,  the 
photographist,  with  his  instruments  posted  in  the  old 
shoe  shop  budding,  was  industriously  engaged  in 
jovpuralionn  for  obtaining  ntmiei-i»UB  views  of  the  group 
about  to  appear  on  the  scaflb;d. 

At  tea  minutes  to  1  o'clock  Gea.  Hancock  personally- 
posted  the  sentries  around  the  scaffold,  and  the  outer 
guard  Xi ere  ordcrod  to  come  to  "attention,"  prepara- 
tory to  the  nppoarauco  of  the  prisoners. 

At  precisely  1  o'clock,  Gen.  Hartranft  and  Staff 
emerged  from  the  Prison,  and  in  a  moment  after  were 
followed  by  the  condemned. 


Mrs.  Surrutt  came  first,  dressed  in  black,  supported 
oil  either  tide  by  an  officer,  end  followed  by  her  spiritual 
advisers,  Fathers  Walter  and  Wiget  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  She  wore  a  black  bonnet  and  vail  as  on  the 
trial,  and  had  to  bo  almost  entirely  supported  by  the 
ofSeers  attending  her. 

Next  cime  Atzerodt,  also  necessarily  supported  by  a 
Soldier  on  either  side,  and  dressed  ubout  as  he  was  on 
the  trial,  and  bare-headed.  He  was  attended  by  his 
spiritual  advisers,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Butler,  of  tho  Lutheran 
Church,  and  the  Itev.  Mr.  Winchester,  Chaplain  of 
Douglas  not>pital. 

Then  came  Harrold,  dressed  in  his  ordinary  prison 
clothes,  with  a  slouoh  cloth  hat  on,  the  brim  being 
turned  down.  He,  too,  was  much  prostrated  and  had 
to  be  supported  bv  a  soldier  on  either  side.  Ho  wus 
followed  by  the  Kcv.  Dr.  Olds  of  Christ  Church,  Navy- 
Xard,  and  thellev.  Mr.  Vaux,  Chuplain,  United  States 
Army. 

Payne  alone  came  bold  aud  erect,  without  any  sup- 
port, a  guard  walking  on  either  side  of  him.  Ho  Mas 
dressed  in  «,  blue  shirt  and  punts,  with  a  lather  jnuuty 
straw  hat  on,  and  was  followed  by  his  spiritual  ad- 
visers, the  Iccv.  Dr.  Gillette  of  the  Thirteenth-fit.  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  other  attendants. 

Payne  alone  of  the  prisoners  nscended  the  scaffold 
without  the  support  of  his  attendants.  Four  wooden 
arm-chairs  had  been  placed  there  for  the  reception  of 
the  prisoners,  and  they  were  seated  as  follows, 
facing  West:  Mis.  Surrutt,  on  tho  North 
next  to  the  prison ;  Payne  sat  next; 
Hairold  next,  and  Atzerodt  next;  Mrs.  Surrutt  and 
Payne  opposite  one  drop,  a. id  Hairold  and  Atzerodt 
opposite  the  other,  the  live-eighths  manilla  rope,  with 
its  ominous  noose,  dangling  before  each  respectively, 
the  nooses  reaching  to  withiu  an  average  of  eighteen 
inches  from  the  floor. 

On  the  prisoners  being  seated,  or  rnther  sinking  into 
their  chairs,  the  finding  and  sentence  of  tho  Military 
Commission,  as  approved  by  the  President  aud  already 
published,  was  read  in  a  clear,  calm  voice  by  Major- 
Gen.  Hurtraiift,  standing  iu  the  middle  of  the  platform 

Tho  appearance  of  the  prisoners  as  they  sat  there  in 
a  row  facing  the  West,  and  the  crowd  aud  Gardner's 
photographic  instrument!)  peering  from  the 
upper  windows  of  an  opposite  bnilding, 
and  the  ropes  swaying  in  the  breeze 
immediately  before  them,  was  that  of  agony  inoffable. 
The  thought  came  rushing  upon  the  mind  of  the  spec- 
tator: "  Oh  I  what  would  they  not  give  if  they  could 
undo  the  fatal  acts  tkat  have  consigned  them  to  this 
agony  aud  infamy  1 " 

Mrs.  Surrutt  was  very  inuoh  prostrated,  and  scemea 
to  be  kopt  alive  almost  entirely  by  the  spiritual  conso. 
latious  of  her  advisers,  who  were  unremitting  in  their 
Attentions  until  the  end. 

After  the  reading  of  the  sentence  by  Gen.  Hartranft, 
Eev.  Dr.  Gillette  stepped  forward  in  behalf  of  Payne, 
and  stated  that  he  had  been  requested  by  the  prisoner. 
Lewis  Thornton  Powell,  alios  Payne,  to  publicly,  ou  this 
oooasion  return  his  sincere  thanks  to  Gen.  Hartranft 
and  tho  officers  and  men  uuder  his  command  for  their 
uniform  kindness  toward  him  during  his  confinoment. 
Not  oue  unkind  word,  look  or  gesture  had  been  given 
him  by  any  one  of  them. 

The  Reverend  Doctor  then  led  in  a  fervent  prayer  In 
behalf  of  the  prisoner,  in  which  the  letter  followed, 
closing  with  a  feeling  Amen,  his  eyes  at  the  surca  time 
filling  with  tears.  Payne  throughout  wora  au  air  of 
contrition  ns  well  as  courage,  und  thoreby  exeitod  tho 
pity  of  the  spectators  fully  as  much  as  auy  of  the  other 
prisoners  who  were  more  unnerved. 

The  spiritual  advisers  of  Harrold  and  Atzerodt  also 
•©turned  the  thanks  of  their  uharues  respectively  toGon. 


Hartranft   and  his  officers  and  men,  for  t 
kindness;  and  joined  iu  prayer  wiih  the 
succession,  Dr.  Lutler  preceding  his   in  the 
zerodt   with  an  impressive  exhortation. 

During  all  this  time  thu  advisers  of  J 
were  assiduous  in  their  attentions  to  her,  r 
consolations  kept  her  measurably  nerved  uj 
riblo  denouement.  She  appeared — bating  ] 
able  prostration— passive  iu  their  hands  a 
to  her  lute. 

Ou  the  conclusion  of  the  prayer  in  the  cu 
rodt,  which  was  tho  last,  tho  prisoners  v 
wuid,  supported  by  their  respective  attend; 
ropes  adjusted  around  the  neck  by  difl'ei 
About  the  same  time  Mrs.  Surratt  seemed,  b 
mental  effort,  to  nerve  herself  up  specian;  i 
iiiou,  looking  forward  and  around  her,  f 
time,  with  an  air  of  mingled  determination 
tion.  Her  bounot  and  veil  were  removed 
the  putting  of  the  noose  upon  her  nock. 

Payne  held  back  his  head  and  was  p^rti 
having  the  noose  adjusted  and  secured  bj 
above  his  "  Adam's  apple, "  ue  if  it  had  I 
justment  of  a  cravat  lor  a  festive  occasion. 

Harrold  and  Atzerodt,  duriug  the  process 
the  ropes,  looked  as  if  experiencing  iuefi'a] 
well  as  Mis.  Surratt,  who  was  now  lion 
faulting  condition  and  was  kept  conscious 
assidous  fanning  and  other  attentions  of  lie; 
Payne  stood  erect  and  unsupported,  and 
was  said  by  one  of  tho  spiritual  adviser! 
upon  the  scaffold  without  indulgence  iu 
which  he  had  steadily  refused,  saying  that 
die  with  an  uuclouded  mind. 

At  the  eouclusiou  of  the  address  of  Atzc 
uul  attendant  and  his  deeply  solemn  and  fe 
on  to  Heaven  forDivino  clemency,  ho  wa 
lo  tho  drop  by  his  attendants,  aud  while  tl 
ton  band  were  being  tied  about  hi 
arms,  exhibited  gictt  weakness  and  em 
scarcely  able  to  remain  in  an  erect  position 
waa  then  placed  about  his  neck,  and  previoi 
adjustment  ho  addressed  a  lew  inaudible  v 
executioner,  ana  tho  rope  was  removed.  Gc 
then  approached,  when  Atzc. out  evidently 
request,  and  the  noo.  j  was  then  drawn  ov 
when  he  exclaimed  iu  a  terrified  voice:  " 
take  warn,"  probably  intending  to  sai 
agonized  feelings  prevented  him  from 
"  Gentlemen,  take  warning  by  my  example 

A  moment  alter  and  ho  tremblingly 
"  Good  bye,  gentlemen,  who  are  before  mo 
al't^r  a  short  interval,  added,  "May  we  all 
other  world." 

As  the  rope  was  being  adjusted  to  his  in 
before  tho  drop  fell,  ho  cried  out  in  rather  i 
"Dont  choke  me."  These  wore  tho  last  w 
tercd,  which  wcxo  succeeded  by  seve 
groans. 

At  this  juncture  the  nooses  and  white 
all  been  adjusted,  Capt.  Hath,  Assistant  P 
shal,  having  immediate  charge  of  the 
stepped  in  front  of  tho  scaffold,  on  the  | 
motioned  to  all  attendants  on  the  scaffold  ti 
off  the  drops,  which  they  did,  the  prope 
reaching  forward  aud  supporting  their  char 
ively  on  the  drops. 

Immediately  on  thid  movement  being  ac 
Captain  Ham  also  gave  tho  signal  for  the 
knocked  from  uuder,  which  was  d 
swinging  eoautliu  for  each  shoved 
nally;  and  tho  1  .ir  conspirators,  hai 
about  five  feet  each,  were  left  dangling  ei 
iu  the  air.  The  contortions  of  Payne  wore  I 
attributable  to  his  highest  physical  condiliu 
died  next  hardest.  Tho  deaths  of  M 
and  Atzerodt  were  comparatively  easy.  1 
on  falling,  made  a  convulsive  effort  to  brit 
arouud  her  ri^ht  side  in  front  of  her  and  th 
in  such  contorted  position  until  she  was  cut 

Alter  the  convulsions  of  all  were  ever,  & 
Payne  and  Atzerodt   hung  with   their   hea 
wurd,  while  that  of  llarrold  inclined  baes:, 
was  said  by  experts  to  bo  the  only  cxecutio 
principles. 
To  the  Associated  Press. 

Washington.  Friday,  Ju 

Thic  morning  Judge  Wylie  grantee 
cation  of  tho  counsel  of  Mrs.  Surratt  for  u  wi 
corpus  oomuianUing  Major-Gen.  Hancock 
the  body  of  Mrs.  Surrutt  before  the  Court 
was  returuublo  at  10  o'clock;  but  nearly  two 
that  time  Gen.  Hancock  entered  thecourta 
by  Attorney-General  Speod,  who  apologizoi 


parent  delay  in  milking  a  return  on  the  part  of  tho  Gen- 
eral, as  it  was  unavoidable.  He  then  proceeded  to 
read  the  return,  in  which  Gen.  Hancock  said  tho  body 
of  Mrs.  Surratt  wua  in  his  possesion  under  and  by 
virtue  of  an  order  from  President  Johnsou  for  the  pur- 
pose expressed,  &.O.,  which  order  is  as  follows: 

Executive  Office,  July  7,  1665. 
To  Hcjor-Q<.n.  W.  S.  Hancock,  Commanding,  (,c, 

I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States, 
do  hereby  declare  that  the  writ  of  habeas  corpiiH  has 
been  heretofore  suspended  in  such  oases  as  this-,  aud  I 
do  uereby  specially  suspend  this  writ,  and  direct  that 
you  proceed  to  execute  tne  order  heretofore  given  upon 
the  judgment  of  the  Military  Commission;  and  you  will 
give  this  order  in  return  to  this  writ. 

ANDKKW  JOHNSON,  President. 

The  Court  remarked  that  no  further  steps  would  bo 
taken  in  the  matter.  Attorney-Gen.  Speed  briefly  re- 
joined, commenting  upon  the  distinction  between  the 
civil  and  military  jurisdiction,  showing  tho  utter  impos- 
sibility of  fighting  battles,  carrying  on  war,  maintain- 
ing the  Government  in  times  of  war,  <fco.,  by  process  of 
law. 

Early  to-day  guards  were  placed  all  round  tho  arsenal 
grounds  to  prevent  the  intrusion  of  persons  to  the  scone 
of  execution,  none  being  admitted  excepting  those 
previously  supplied  with  tickets  by  Mujor-Ueu.  Han- 
cock. 

The  relatives  of  Mrs.  Surratt  and  Harrold  spent  eev- 
eral  hourB  with  them  during  the  forenoon,  and  they 
were  also  atended  by  their  spiritual  advisors,  as  were 
also  Payne  and  Atzerodt. 

A  few  minuteB  after  1  o'olock  tho  outer  prison  door 
was  opened,  and  Mrs.  Suiratt  was  supported  on  her 
way  to  the  gallows  by  two  military  officers.  Next  fol- 
lowed Atzerodt,  Harrold  and  Payne,  accompanied  by  a 
guard  and  their  respective  ministers  of  tho  gospeL 
Front  seats  were  provided  for  them  on  the  platform  in 
the  following  order:  Mrs.  Surratt,  Payne,  Harrold 
and  AUerodt.  The  officers  intrusted  with  the  execu- 
tion and  the  ministers  occupied  intermediate  position!. 
Major-Gem  Hartranft,  who' has  been,  from  tho  com- 
mencement, in  charge  of  the  prisoners,  came  forward 
and  read  an  order  from  the  War  "Department,  already 
published,  approving  the  sentences  and  ordering  the 
penalty  of  the  law  to  be  inflicted. 

A  heavy  guard  was  stationed  on  tho  walls  surround- 
ing the  grounds,  while  below  soldiers  were  formed  an 
two  Bides  of  a  square.  Perhaps  several  hundred  civil- 
ians were  present  anxious  spectators  of  the  solemn 
eet-ne. 

One  of  the  priests  attendant  on  Mrs.  Surratt  repeated 
a  short  prayer,  to  whioh  Payne,  who  was  seated  next 
to  her,  attentively  listened. 

The  minister  who  had  been  administering  to  Payne, 
expressed  in  the  name  of  the  latter  his  sinoore  thanks 
to  Gen.Hartranft,ond  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  had 
charge  of  him,  for  their  personal  kindness.  They  had 
not  uttered  an  unkind  word,  nor  given  an  unpleasant 
look  or  gesture,  but  seemed  to  compassionate  his  mis- 
fortune. "  •  •■    "  ■       •■    •  !  I 

The  minister  then  uttered  a  brief  prayer,  asking  for 


Payne  the  forciveness  of  all  his  sins,  and  a  passage  out 
of  this  world  Into  tne  Joys  of  heaven. 

The  minister  who  attended    Harrold   also   returned 
thanks  lor  the  kind   treatment  of  tho    prisoners,    and 
offered  a  prayer  that  G"d  would  receive  his  soul. 
Harrold  was  affected  to  tears. 

The  minister  who  attended  AUerodt  also  returned 
for  him  thanks  to  Gen.  Uurtranft  and  other  officers  for 
kind  attentions,  aud  then  invoked  the  mercy  of  Cod 
upon  the  prisoner. 

The  condemned  were  then  required  to  rise  from  their 
soats,  when  the  chairs  wero  removed  They  were  now 
all  on  the  drops.  Their  hands  were  fastened  behind 
them,  their  legs  bandaged  both  below  and  above 
tho  knees,  and  white  capo  placed  over  their  heads. 

Atzerodt)  while  being  prepaped  for  the  execution,  ex- 
claimed: 

"  Gentlemen,  farewell  I      Take   care  I"   and,    "Good- 
bye, gentlemen,  now  before  me  I" 
One  of  tho  clergymen  standing  near  exclaimed: 
"May  wo  all  meet  in  tho  other  world." 
As  soon  as  the  noose  was  placed   around  each  neok, 
Mrs.  Surratt's  being  the  hist  one   adjusted,  the  section 
of  the  platform  on  which   they  hud  been  standing  sud- 
denly fell,  aud  tho  culprits  were   hanging  several   feet 
from  tho  ground.     His.    Surratt    and    Payne  scarcely 
moved  a  muscle,  A  tzrodt    exhibited    some   tvt  itching.-:, 
but  Harrold  showed  nioro  nervous  sensibility  than  any 
of  tho  others.     The  bodies  hung  until  life  Was  extinct, 
and  were  afterward  given  over  for  burial,  the  rough 
Collins  being  already  at  hand  for  that  purpose. 

Tho  arrangements  for  the  execution  wero  perfect. 
Major-Gen.  Hancock  was  present  throughout  the  pro- 
ceedings. I 

It  is  said  Payne  last  nlfrnt  made  a  statement  in  hehalf 
of  Mrs.  Surratt.  exonerating  her  from  complicity,  and 
that  another  person  subscribed  to  an  affidavit  impeach- 
ing the  testimony  of  an  important  witness  against  her. 
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THE     NATIONAL.      TiilOiiDV. 

After    the    Execution — Disposition    of    the 
Bodies  of  ibc  Criminals. 

Our  special  telegram  from  Washington  gives 
these  further  particulars  of  the  execution  of  the  as- 
sassins: 

After  the  bodies!  had  hang  about  20  minutes  they 
Were  pronounced  lifeless  by  the  Surgeons  officiating, 
end  wore  cut  down,  laid  on  the  rough  pine  boxes, 
respectively,  which  had  been  ranged  in  front  of  them, 
»nd  were  thero  examined  again.  The  neck  of  Mrs. 
SSurratt  was  pronounced  positively  broken  and  that  of 
Earrold  probably.  The  knot  had  caught  under  the 
Jjase  of  the  skull,  in  the  case  of  Payne  and  Atzorodt,  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  make  it  uncertain  about  their 
locks  having  been  broken. 

The  bodies  were  put  in  the  boxes  in  the  sauio  droBses 
in  which  they  had  been  hung.  A  small  bottle  contain- 
ing the  name  of  each  person  put  in  with  the  corpso,  and 
Were  buried  in  four  graves  about  five  feet  deed,  that 
had  been  dup  on  the  east  side  of  the  yard,  with  their 
heads  toward  to  the  west. 

The  officiating  surgeons  were  Surgeon  Geo.  A.  Otis, 
U.  S.  V.,  Assistant-Surgeon  J.  J.  "Woodward,  TJ.  S.  A., 
end  Assistant-Surgeon  G.  L.  Porter,  U.  S.  A. 

The  bodies  ol  all  the  prisoners  except  Payno  were 
Solicited  of  Gen.  Hancock  by  their  friends,  but  he  de- 
clined to  give  them  up  without  an  order  from  the  Presi- 
dent or  Secretary  of  War,  npon  the  production  of 
Which  he  said  they  could  be  disinterred. 

Co.  K,  1st  regiment  Hancock's  Veteran  Corpg,  Lieut. 
Vandoiviele  commanding,  was  detailed  to  attend  to 
the  burying  of  the  bodies. 

The  following  regiments  and  companies  were  on  duty 
in  and  around  the  Arsonal  to-day,  all  under  the  oom- 

'  "f  Gen.  C.  H.  Morgan. 
■    ioi,  2d,  5th  and  8th  Regiments  of  the  First  Corps,  ono 
Company  of  the  16th  New- York  Cavalry  and  a  detail  of  | 
tho  60th  Ohio  Infantry,  the    iusido   guard   being    com- 
posed of  the  first  regiment,  Hancock's  Corps,    and  tho 
cutsido  of  the  troops  mentioned. 

Huch  sympathy  is  expressed  for  Miss  Annie  Surratt     t 
Who  took  her  mother's  fate  so  hardly  and  made  such 
Strenuous  personal  efforts  to  procure  her  pardon,   and 
8180  for  the    friends   of  Harrold    and    Atzerodt,    who 
Visited  them  in  prison  yesterday  and  to-day. 

Tho  parties  who  performed  the  duty  of  dropping  the 
platform  from  which  the  assassins  swung,  wero   Wil- 
liam Coxwell,  Daniel  Shonpe,   George  F.   Taylor  and   I 
Joseph  Hazlett,  privates  of  Co.  F,  14th  Regiment  of  the   j 
lirst  Corps  of  A'eteruns. 
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Washington,  Oct.  3.  " 
On  Tuesday,  in  accordance  with  orders- 
received  at  Washington  Arsenal  by  Gen. 
Ramsey,  eoniniaiidu-ritof  Llie  post, from  Gen- 
Grant,  Secretary  of  War,  the  bodies  of  the 
assassination  conspirators  and  Flenry  Wirz, 
the  A ndersonvilie  jailor,  were  removed  from 
flicrr  graves  and  reinierred  in  another  por- 
tion of  the  grounds,  This  removal  was  nec- 
essary by' projected  improvement  in  the 
Arsenal  grounds.  The  body  of  J.  Wilkes 
Booth  was  buried  in  what  was  known  as  tho 
warerooni  of  the  penitentiary  building.  It 
was  enclosed  in  an  ammunition  bo^.  After 
the  grave  was  filled  up  with  dirt  the  brick 
flooring  was  replaced.  The  burial  having 
been  accomplished, the  windows  were  board- 
ed up  and  the  door  made  secure,  Secretary 
Stanton  taking  the  key  wiih  liim.  The  key 
was  kept  at  the  war  department  until  a  few 
weeks  ago,  when  it  was  returned  to  the  ar- 
senal officers.  On  receipt  of  the  order  for 
the  removal  of  the  bodies, including  Booth's, 
on  Tuesday,  laborers  were  at  once  set  to 
the  work,  which  was  soon  accomplished,  ta- 
king then;  from  the  graves  before  mention- 
ed and  carrying  them  immediately  to  num- 
,  ber  one  warehouse,  where  a  trench  was  dug* 
I  a  few  feet  from  the  north  wall.  In  this 
trench  the  bodies  were  placed,  and  as  se- 
crecy had  been  enjoined,  but  few  persons- 
were  awaro  that  the  removal  had  been  made. 
It  would  seem  from  ibis  account  that  the 
government  does  not  intend  to  give  up  the 
bodies  to  relatives,  as  those  of  Booth,  Har- 
rold,  Payne,  Atzcrodfc,  Wirz  and  Mrs.  Sur- 
ratt  were  placed  in  a  common  grave. 


SLAYING  OF  LINCOLN 
COST  5  THEIR  LIVES 

Mrs.  Surratt  and  Herold  Probably 

Were   Innocent — Possible    Guilty 

Man  Escaped 


TWO 


OTHERS         JAILED 


BY    EEXB    BACHE 

The    shot    that   killed    Abraham    Lin- 
coln  cost   the   lives   of   two   other    per- 
soas    who    were    probably    innocent    of 
any    participation    in    Che    conspiracy 
that  led  to  the  tragedy,     une  nuui  who 
was    possibly    guilty    escaped     punish- 
ment. 
(./There    never    was    any     satisfactory 
ftlence    to    prove    that    Mrs.    Surratt, 
~i whose   home    Wilkes   Booth    and    his 
Jow      conspirators      met,      had      any 
awledge    whatever  of   tho   crime   con- 
iplated.      Young    Herold,    who    went 
♦  the   gallows    with    her,    was   a    half- 
5j     a    mental    defective,     wfcoro.    the 
4in  picked  tin  and  used   <ss  a  tool, 
...  the  public  was  half  crazed  with 
tyrsth    and    indignation    provoked    by 
ihe    murder    of    the    President,    and    it 
iemanded    victims.      Booth    was    killed, 
Payne  and  Atzerodt  were  hanged ;   but 
in   that   period  of  wild   excitement   no- 
body  who   was  even   suspected   of  com- 
plicity  had  much  chance  to  escape. 

Dv.  Mudd  (to  whom  Booth  was  a 
total  stranger),  who,  ignorant  of  the 
crime  that  had  been  committed,  set 
the  assassin's  broken  ankle  when  the 
latter  stopped  at  his  house  for  emer- 
gency treatment  on  his  flight  soutli- 
1  ward  through  JVEaryland,  w<as  iuckj 
I  to  get  off  with  a  sentence  to  life  im- 
prisonment on  the  Dry  Tortugas.  When 
the  facts  in  his  case  had  had  time 
tc  be  calmly  considered,  President  John* 
W)ii  pardoned  him.  Edward  Spangler, 
a  stage  carpenter  at  Ford's  Theatre, 
was  condemned  to  six  years'  bard  labor', 
but  was  likewise  pardoned,  having 
proved  his  innocence. 

The  doubtful  case  was  that  of  John 
A.  Surratt  (Mrs.  Surratt's  eon),  who 
ficd  by  way  of  Canada  to  Egypt,  where 
\n  served  as  a  zouave  in  the  army 
<>'  the  Khedive.  After  two  years  he 
was  brought  back  to  this  country  and 
I  tried ;  but  public  feeling  had  mean- 
while cooled  down,  and  the  evidence 
I  produced    suggested    sufficient    doubt    of 


nm  guilt  to  cause  a  disagreement  of 
f)le   Jury   and   his  consequent  release. 

yi'kes  Booth  was  a  younger  brother 
of  Ldwin  Booth,  the  famous  tragedian. 
He  was  a  very  handsome  and  attrac- 
tive man,  and  himself  an  actor  of  some 
reputation.  No  one  who  knew  him 
could  have  imagined  anybody  less  like- 
ly to  undertake  so  abominable  a  crimp. 

layne  and  Atzerodt  wore  desperate 
ruffians.  With  Booth,  who  seems  to 
hive  gone  crazy  over  the  failure  of 
tiie  southern  cause,  t.hev  formed  a 
conspiracy  which  had  tor  its  object  not 
only  the  killing  of  the  President,  hut 
also   the   murder  of  all   the   members   of 

IZ  fhab,nft-,  T!10V  h°P°d-  h?  ^f^'S 
<ut  the  whole  administration,  to  throw 
the  country  into  confusion.  The  plan 
was  too  big  for  three  men  to  carry 
out  successfully ;  but  it  will  be  remem- 
bered that,  on  the  same  evening  when 
Lincoln  was .  shot,  Payne  forced  an 
entrance    into    the   house  of   the    Secre- 

killed  both   him  and  his  son 

The  assassination  of  the  President 
*as  very  carefully  planned.  That  ob 
was  assigned  to  Booth,  who,  to  pro. 
vide  for  the  getaway,  left  his  horse   in 

ISL/STrtS^S*^  t]i"  the»tre,  in  the 
«*"  et  tJtf  M&Kll  llerold,  who  prob- 


ably  had    no   notion   ot   the  crime  con- 
templated. 

Booth  had  a  professional  knowledge 
of  the  arrangement  of  the  theatre,  and 
it  is  said  to  have  been  part  of  the 
plan  that,  the  lights  in  the  playhouse 
"hould  be  extinguished  immediately  after 
the  murder  was  accomplished — though 
vho  was  to  attend  to  that  does  not 
seem  to  be  explained.  At  all  events, 
this    was   not   done. 

The  play  that  evening — April  14, 
1865 — was  "Our  American  Cousin,"  in 
which,  by  the  way,  the  part  of  Lord 
Dundreary  (afterwards  developed  in 
so  remarkable  a  way  by  the  elder  Soth- 
erti)  was  as  yet  a  minor  one.  The 
box  occupied  b.y  Mr.  Lincoln  a^id  his 
party  was  in  the  second  tier,  and  the 
front  of  it  was  draped  with  a  large 
American   fiag. 

The  play  was  in  progress  when 
Booth,  making  his  way  along  the  gal- 
lery toward  tho  President's  box,  en- 
countered the  usher  who  strongly  ob- 
jected to  hie  entering.  Nevertheless, 
pushing  by  the  usher,  he  entered  the 
box  at  the  rear,  and,  closing  and  lock- 
ing the  door  behind  him  (to  block  an 
avenue  of  possible  pursuit)  instantly 
fired  his  pistol  nt  Mr.  Lincoln,  whose 
"back    wne    turned   toward    him. 

Booth,  in  the  midst  of  the  confusion 
that  followed,  stepped  to  the  front  of 
the  box.  put  n  foot  upon  the  rail, 
and  leaped  to  the  stage  below.  It  was 
a  rather  dangerous  jump  (the  box 
being  at  the  gallery  level),  but  might 
have  been  safely  made  had  it  not  chanc- 
ed that  the  assassin  caught  one  of  his 
spurs  in  he  flag  that  drajjed  the  front 
of  the  box. 

In  consequence,  he  broke  one  of  his 
ankles.  Notwithstanding  which,  he  was 
able  in  the  midst  of  the  confusion  to 
make  his  way  into  the  "wings"  and 
out  through  the  stage  entrance  into  the 
alley  where  Herold  waited  with  h  • 
horse.  The  half-witted  youth  was  like- 
!  wise  provided  with  a  mount,  and  the 
two  put  spurs  to  their  horses  for  a 
wild  ride  out  of  Washington  and  south- 
ward through  Maryland.  Their  first 
stop  was  at  the  bouse  of  Mrs.  .Surratt, 
to  get  guns  which  had  been  hidden  there 
previously. 

Thirty-six  miles  from  Washington, 
their  road  passed  the  house  of  Dr. 
Samuel  A.  Mudd,  who,  most  unluckily 
for  him,  undertook  the  job  of  settini; 
Booth's  broken  ankle.  The  penalty  he 
paid  has  already  been  mentioned.  To 
cut  «i  familiar  story  short,  the  assassin 
was  shot  to  death  a  few  days  later  in  a 
barn  where  he  was  hiding,  by  a  soldier 
n,i mod  Boston  Corbett,  who  poked  his 
gan  through  a  knothole  to  take  aim  at 
the  wretched  fugitive.  Booth's  body 
was  brought  up  the  Potomac  River  by  a 
little  steamboat  and  put.  aboard  ths 
monitor  Montaul:.  It  was  buried  in 
Baltimore. 

Now  to  go  back  to  Ford's  Theatre. 
On  that  fateful  evening,  April  14.  one 
of  the  persons  in  the  audience  was  a 
young  Army  surgeon,  Dr.  Charles  A. 
Leal*  His  seat  was  onlv  about  forf:\ 
feet  from  the  Presidential  box,  and 
he  heard  the  smothered  altercation  be- 
tween Booth  and  the  usher,  which  was 
followed  by  the  sound  of  a  shot.  A 
moment  later  he  saw  Booth  leap  to 
the  stage  aad  vanish  behind  the  scenes. 
Somebody  called  from  the  front  of 
the  box  for  a  doctor,  and  Leale  ran  to 
the  door  in  the  rear  thereof,  to  find 
it  locked  on  the  inside — by  Booth,  as 
has  been  explained.  In  the  meantime 
the  people  in  the  audience  had  become 
panic  sfrisken  and  were  streaming  to- 
ward  the  exits. 

The  door  ot  the  box  was  unlocked 
from  within,  and  the  young  surgeon 
found  Mr.  Lincoln  apparently  dead.  The 
President  was  sitting  in   an   arm   chair, 


his  eves  closed  and  his  head  fallen  upon-, 
his  chest.  His  pulse  gave  no  perceptible 
beat. 

Leale  caused  Mr.  Lincoln's  body  to 
be  stretched  upon  the  floor  of  the  box. 
and,  on  examination,  quickly  discovered 
that  a  bullet  had  entered  tho  back  o{ 
his  head  behind  the  left  ear.  To  re- 
lieve pressure  on  the  brain,  he  removed 
a  clot  of  blood.  But  the. case  was  evi- 
dently hopeless.  "The  wound  is  mortal," 
said  he;  "it  is  impossible  for  him  to  re- 
cover." 

Mrs.  Lincoln  and  the  President's  son, 
Robert,  were  anxious  that  Mr.  Lin- 
coln  should  be  removed  to  the  White 
House;  but  to  this  Dr.  Leale  would  not 
consent,  giving  orders  that  he  be  car- 
ried to  the  nearest  house  where  a  bed 
could  be  placed  at  his  disposal.  Accord- 
ingly he  was  carried  across  the  street  to 
a  house  occupied  by  a  jobbing  tailot 
named   William  Peterson. 

There  were  passed  the  nine  hours 
which  elapsed  before  Mr.  Lincoln,  with- 
out, regaining  consciousness,  breathed 
his  last.  His  wife  and  son,  Robert, 
were  of  course  prese.nl  ;  also  ruiite  a 
number  of  Cabinet  members  and  other 
prominent  people.  The  little  room  was 
most  improperly  crowded.  Under  like 
circumstances  today  such  a  thing  would 
not    be    permitted. 

There  was  noticing  much  that  could 
be  done.  Dr.  Leale  probed  the  wound 
and  extracted  two  or  three  pieces  of 
broken  bone.  But  it  was  manifestly 
mortal,  and  by  daybreak  it  was  per- 
ceived that  the  end  must  soon  arrive. 
Mr.   Lincoln  died  at  7.22  A.   M- 

The  house  still  stands  on  10th  r-t. 
opposite  the  old  theatre.  The  latter 
was  originally  a  Baptist  church,  but 
was  converted  into  a  playhouse.  After 
Lincoln's  assassination,  Congress  bought. 
it  for  $100,(11)0  and  remodeled  it  for  aiv 
Army  museum.  It  was  destined,  how- 
ever, to  be.  the  scene  of  a  tragedy  on  a 
more  wholesale  scale.  For  the  crowded 
War  Department  put  many  of  its  clerks 
into  the  building  to  work,  together  with 
much  heavy  .machinery,  and  on  Jan- 
uary 0,  1S'.I.">,  the  floors  collapsed,  bring- 
ing death  to  twenty-two  persons  and  in- 
juring sixty-eight. 

It  is  curious  that  sixty-four  years 
ago,  when  Lincoln  reached  his  fiftieth 
birthday  and  was  actually  within  six 
years  of  hi'i  death,  he  was  so  little 
known  to  fame  that  he  was  not  even 
mentioned  in  the  biographical  books  of 
the  day.  Now  Lincoln  annuls  and 
studies  of  his  life  and  character  consti- 
tute an  enormous  literature  printed  in 
dozens  of  languages. 

Lincoln,  after  he  was  elected  Presi- 
dent in  18(51,  and  before  leaving  f<<r 
Washington  to  be  inaugurated,  went  to 
see  his  widowed  stepmother — his  father, 
Thomas  Lincoln,  having  died  ten  years 
earlier.  She  was  then  still  living  in 
the  log  cabin  built  by  .her  husband  in 
1831,  near  Furmingion,  III.  It  was 
Thomas  Lincoln's  home  until  he  died. 

As  her  stepson  was  taking  his  de- 
parture, the  old  woman,  with  tears 
streaming  down  her  cheeks,  told  him 
she  would  never  sec  him  again,  and 
that  he  would  meet,  a  death  by  vio- 
lence. 

This  story,  of  course,  may  perhaps 
be  fiction.  .Much  of  what  we.  call  his- 
tory corresponds  to  that  description. 
Thus,  for  example,  Wilkes  Booth. 
when  he  leaped  upon  the  stage  of 
Ford's  Theatre  from  the  Lincoln  box, 
did  not  strike  an  attitude  and  ex- 
claims, "Sim  semper  tyrannis !"  lie 
said  not  a  word,  but  hobbled  away  as 
fast  as  he  could. 

The  flag  that  draped  the  Lincoln  box 
on  that  tragic  occasion  is  now  pre- 
served in  the  Treasury  Department, 
and  still  shows  the  rent,  about  a  foot 
long,  made  by  the  assassin's  spur  which 
caught  in  its  folds. 


RECALLS  GRUESOME 
TALE  OF  REVENGE 


MAN      WHO     HKI.I'KD       H\NG       LIN- 
COLN   Ml  HD1.K1.11S  TELLS  TALE. 


Fill j-   Years  Ajjo  Today  Nation    Stood 

On   Tiptoe   While   Conspirators 

I'jiiil  Penalty   for  (ilgan- 

tic  Crime. 
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DENVER,  Col.,  July  7.— Fifty  years 
ago  today  the  conspirators  convicted 
of  assassinating  President  Lincoln 
were  executed  in  the  prison  yard  of 
the  old  Washington  penitentiary.  A 
i.  square  wooden  platform,  ten  or  fifteen 
feet  from  the  ground,  with  a  trap 
door  cut  in  the  floor,  formed  the  scaf- 
fold, 

Benjamin  F.  Noll  of  this  city,  a 
member  of  the  guard  which  sur- 
rounded the  scaffold  recalled  the 
scene  today. 

"It  was  a  hot  and  sultry  day,"  he 
said.  "Hardly  a  sound  was  heard  but 
the  sobbing  of  Mrs.  Mary  Surratt  and 
the  whispering  of  the  two  priests  who 
sat  with  her.  The  four  conspirators 
— Mrs.  Surratt,  Lewis  Payne  Powell, 
Lavid  E.  Herrold  and  George  A.  At- 
i  zerott — -sat  on  wooden  chairs  on  that 
high  platform.  The  men  were  quiet, 
pale  and  immovable.  Mrs.  Surratt  was 
shaken  with  convulsive  sobs  and  re- 
quired the  attention  or  i»u  pricsta, 
one  on  either  side  of  her. 

"At  a  signal  from  the  platform,  we 
soldiers  stood  at  present  arms.  One 
of  the  men  arose  from  his  chair 
stepped  forward.  They  placed  the 
black  hood  over  his  head  and  ad- 
justed the  noose.  The  trap  clicked, 
trie  body  fell  through  the  platform, 
and  when  it  was  certain  that  the  man 
was  dead,  bis  neck  having  been 
hroken  by  the  fall,  the  body  was  im- 
mediately carried  away. 

"I  didn't  look  after  that.  1  heard 
them  step  forward;  heard  the  trap 
clicked,  and  heard  the  rope  creak  with 
the  weight  of  the   body. 

"Mrs.  Surratt  arose,  assisted  by  the 
priest,  and  came  forward  to  the  trap. 
I  looked  up  when  her  time  came.  She 
was  so  weak  she  collapsed  and  had 
to  be  supported  by  the  priests  while 
they  bound  her  eyes.  1  could  hear 
her  sobbing.  1  didn't  look  after  they 
placed  the  death  cap  over  her  eyes. 
I  wanted  to  stop  my  ears.  I  could 
hear  that  sobbing,  sobbing,  sobbing, 
until   I   thought  I  must,  scream. 

'I  closed  my  eyes.  1  clenched  my 
fists,  and  the  next  thing  I  heard  was 
the  order  to  retire.  It  was  all  over — 
the  assassination  of  Lincoln  was 
avenged.  I  suppose  the  entire  cere- 
mony didn't  take  twenty  minutes  but 
it  seemed  hours  to  me.  And  the  sobs 
of  that  woman  ring  in  my  ears  to  this 
day.  1  have  seen  many  horrible 
sights.  I  was  wounded  five  times 
during  the  civil  war,  and  I  was  har- 
dened to  the  grewsomeness  of  battle; 
but  this  was  an  experience  I  had 
never  reckoned  with.  It  was  awful. 
Nothing  unusual  happened;  every- 
thing went  off  without  a  hitch.  The 
atmosphere  of  gloom  by  reason  of  Lin- 
coln's death  had  not  lifted  from  the 
people  generally. 

"I  he  thing  that  bothers  me  is,  what 
.c.ui'l  Abraham  Lincoln  think  if  he 
knew?  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  tender- 
i  -i,  most  compassionate  man  of  his 
lime,  the  man  who  forgave  his  ene- 
mies because  it  hurt  him  to  be  at  odds 
widi  any  man  on  the  facu  of  the 
cai'  h  " 


EXECUTIONER  OF     ! 
ASSASSINS  DIES 


Lt.-Col.    Rath    Was   Hangman 
for  Lincoln's  Slayers 


JACKSON,     Mich.      Feb.     M— J,t.-Col. 

Christian  Ruth  veteran  of  the  civil  war 
and  executioner  of  the  conspirators  in- 
volved in  Ilia  assassination  of  Lincoln, 
died  here  today.  He  was  born  in  fc'reid- 
enstadt,  Germany.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  civil  war  he  enlisted  as  a  private  iti 
the  17th  Michigan  infantry,  in  lS6ci  lie 
was  commissioned  lieutenant-colonel  by 
President  Andrew  Johnson  for  "especial 
and  efficient  services  during  the  con- 
finement, trial  and  execution  of  Lin- 
coln's conspirators." 

He  was  provost  of  the  old  penitentiary 
at  Washington,  which  had  been  used  as 
an  arsenal  during  the  war,  and  there 
had  in  charge  Airs.  Mary  Surra tt.  whose 
home  was  a  rendezvous  for  the  con- 
spirators. There  was  also  Herrold,  a 
companion  of  John  Wilkes  Booth,  At - 
zerodt  and  Payne,  all  of  whom  were 
hanged. 

Rath  had  told  how,  when  it  came  to 
carrying  out  the  death  sentence  on  his 
prisoners,  he  was  overrun  with  volun- 
teers, who  regarded  it  an  honor  to  serve 
in  any  capacity  for  avenging  the  death 
of  Lincoln. 

After  the  execution  Rath  was  ordered 
to  take  care  of  Booth's  body,  which  was 
supposed  to  have,  been  thrown  in  the 
Potomac  river,  but  which  Rath  said  he 
secretly  buried  under  the  arsenal  at 
Washington, 
i  — — 1 — — — — 3 


SAW  LINCOLN  SLAYERS  DIE 


PHILADELPHIAN    ONLY    SURVIVOR    OF 
TRIBUNAL  THAT  TRIED  ASSASSINS.. 


Fifty-Seven   Years   Ago,  Alfred   O.  GIl>- 

*on,       Then       Conrt-Martiul       Clerk, 

Witnessed  Hanging  of  llootli>» 

Co-Coiisj>lra.tom. 

Edna  F.   Gorrjaa  In  the  Tnlsa  World. 

Fifty-seven  years  ago  last  July  the  as- 
sassins of  President  Lincoln  paid  with 
their  lives  the  penalty  of  niurder.  There 
is  one  man  and  only  one,  it  is  believed, 
who  survives  today  to  tell  fir  t  hand 
some  forgotten  details  in  tlie  triu,  of  the 
little  band  of  fanatics  whom  history 
suggests  were  but  the  servants  of  their 
^ader,  John  Wilkes  Booth. 

^his  man  is  Alfred  C.  Gibson,  a  Phila- 
derpiuan,  wrho  resides  In  Germautown 
and  w^o  relates  rather  proudly  that  he 
was  clerk  of  the  tribunal  which  tried  the 
conspirators  and  that  he  kept  an  accu- 
rate check  of  their  movements  while  in 
prison  awaiting  their  fate.    As  one  who 
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ALFKED  0.  GIBSON  Of  PHILADELPHIA.  WHO 
WAS  CLEBK  OF  TRIBUNAL  THAT  TB1ED 
LINCOLN'S   ASSASSINS. 


had  an  actica  part  in  the  final  act  of 
justice,  Gibson  came  in  close  touch  with 
the  prisoners 

I  enlsted  in  the  Union  army  when  I 
was  1G  years  old,"  he  relates.  "Men  were 
sorely  needed  and  my  story  of  being 
regulation  age  wasn't  as  closely  investi- 
gated as  it  would  have  been  earlier  in 
the  war.  I  enlisted  in  the  215th  Penn- 
sylvania volunteers,  the  last  regiment  to 
be  formed  in  Pennsylvania.  And  almost 
immediately  after  I  reached  camp  in 
Virginia,  where  I  was  made  a  fifer,  the 
was  was  at  an  end. 

GIIIEI  STBICKEU    SOLDIERS. 

"And  then  came  the  terrible  news  of 
Lincoln's  assassination,  which  sent  not 
only  our  own  country,  but  the  whole 
world  into  mourning.  Prom  the  highest 
officer  to  the  rank  and  file  the  troops 
were  griefstricken.  Every  soldier  felt 
that  he  had  lost  a  friend.  We  watched 
with  brainless  interest  the  hunt  for  the 
rer  and  his  accomplices.  With 
t)  ,  ..hole  country  aroused,  they  could 
not   long   remain  unruptured,  and   since 
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the  country  under  military  rule  had 
never  been  rescinded,  they  were  tried  by 
utiJitary  commission. 

"This  commission  assembled  May  9, 
18G5.  '  General  Hartranft,  who  was  after- 
ward governor  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
made  provost  marshal  in  charge  of  the 
prisoners.  Each  regiment  was  ordered 
to  send  in  the  handwriting  of  one  man 
that  a  clerk  might  bo  chosen  for  the 
proceedings." 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  trick  of 
fate  by  which  Gibson  was  the  lucky  sol- 
dier. One  readily  pictures  him  a  jaunty 
and  good  looking  young  fifer,  and  the 
colonel  had  at  once  made  him  orderly. 
It  sounded  threat.  But  alas!  like  every 
other  orderly  of  every  other  colonel,  he 
was  kept  so  busy  looking  after  his  of- 
ficer that  he  had  no  time  to  look  after 
himself. 

They  arrived  at  the  end  of  the  first 
day's  march  In  a  cold,  drizzling  rain. 
And  when  at  last  his  superior  was  all 
nicely  fixed  up  for  the  night  the  young 
orderly  found  the  company  quartered 
and  himself  without  a  tent.  His  only 
refuge  was  the  1-man  tent  of  the  little 
negro  water  boy.  He  curled  up  around 
the  pole,  cramped  and  crowded.  And 
he  awoke  the  next  morning  stiff,  chilled 
and  with  an  edgewise  disposition.  So 
that  some  of  the  colonel's  snappy  orders 
met  with  an  equally  6nappy  rejoinder. 
In  double  quick  time  there  was  a  new 
orderly. 

"luckiest  soldieb  ra  ahmt." 

The  lieutenant  colonel  realized  that 
young  Gibson  would  be  better  off  under 
another  command  after  this,  and  he  ad- 
vised him  to  send  a  sample  of  his  writ- 
ing to  General  Hartranft.  It  was  re- 
markably legible  writing,  and  the  lieu- 
tenant may  have  added  a  few  words  of 
his  own,  being  a  friend  of  Gibson's 
father.  At  any  rate,  he  got  the  post  and 
departed,  the  luckiest  60ldier  in  all  the 
Union   armies. 

The  eight  prisoners  were  confined  In 
the  capital  prison,  Washington.  Here 
the  general  and  his  staff  were  also 
quartered.  It  was  the  duty  of  young 
Gibson  to  keep  a  record  of  the  prison- 
ers. Each  day  he  had  to  record  the 
time  of  their  meals,  their  going  to  and 
from  their  cells,  the  march  to  the  trial 
room,  their  physical  condition  and  the; 
time  of  their  exercises.  All  this  was ! 
made  into  a  condensed  report  for  Gen- 
eral Hancock,  who  was  in  charge  of 
the  military  district.  They  were  taken 
into  the  arsenal  yard  each  day  for  ex- 
ercises, and  Gibson  frequently  pitched 
quoits   with   them. 

John  Wilkes  Booth  had  already  been 
killed  in  a  barn  while  resisting  arrest 
after  suffering  agonies  from  his  badly 
set  broken  leg.  His  body  was  brought 
back  to  Washington,  and  tn  considera- 
tion of  public  sentment,  was  secretly 
burled  under  one  of  the  cells  in  the  very 
prison  where  his  co-conspirators  were 
shortly  to  be  brought, 

NOT  A   PERSONAL  Bl-AYHTO. 

"I  am  a  firm  believer  in  the  justice 
of  the  verdict  as  it  wa3  rendered,"  says 
Gibson.  "A  military  commission 
makes  its  finding  on  evidence  alone, 
and  cannot  *be  swayed  by  sentiment.  I 
saw  no  evidences  of  regret  from  any  of 
the  prisoners  for  the  part  they  had 
played,  although  I  believe  their  actions 
were  not  the  result  of  personal  enmity 
against  Lincoln,  but  from  the  misguided 
following  of  another's  reasoning.  We 
came  to  believe  that  they  had  not  fully 
realized  the  extent  and  the  consequences 
of  the  plot  in  which  they  had  become  In- 
volved. How  far  Booth  himself  may 
have  been  Influenced  must  always  re- 
main a  matter  of  conjecture. 

They  seemed  resigned  to  their  fate, 
tmd    those    sentenced    to    life    on    Dry 


Tortugas  seemed  glad  to  have  saved  theli 
necks,  even  at  such  a  price.  These  wen 
Dr.  Mudd,  who  had  set  Booth's  brokei 
leg  and  did  a  very  poor  job  of  it  wit) 
pasteboards  and  amateurish  bandages 
Arnold  and  Michael  O'Laughlin,  wh< 
was  to  have  killed  Grant.  O'Laughlin  ez 
pressed  gratitude  for  his  treatment  whil< 
a  prisoner,  and  presented  me  with  a  paii 
of  sleeve  buttons.  General  Grant  was  on< 
of  the  witnesses  at  the  trial  and  I  hav< 
been  called  'the  only  man  who  evei 
made  General  Grant  stop  smoking.'  It  be 
ing  an  arsenal,  there  were  signs  poster 
prohibiting  smoking.  And  as  the  genera 
walked  up  and  down  the  corridor  with 
his  pipe  in  his  mouth  I  considered  It  mj 
duty  to  point  out  these  signs  to  him. 

TOLD  GRANT   NOT  TO   SMOKE.  • 

"  'I  beg  your  pardon,'  I  had  the  au 
da  city  to  say  to  the  commander  of  all 
the  union  armies,  'did  ycu  read  those? 

"General  Grant  was  a  military  man 
He  realized  the  disciplinary  value  ol 
obeying  orders,  and  he  emptied  his 
pipe,  pocketed  it  and  never  again  smoked 
while  the  trial  was  in  progress." 

Gen.  Lev/  Wallace  was  a  member  ol 
the  commission,  afterward  becoming  the 
widely  known  novelist  famous  as  the 
author  of  "Ben  Hur."  The  reporter  whose 
notes  were  taken  as  the  official  record 
of  the  trial  was  Ben  Pitman,  that  wizard 
of  curves  and  strange  lines  who  is  the 
stenographer's  first  aid  to  fame. 

There  were  four  prisoners  to  be 
hanged:  Atzerodt,  Payne,  who  made  the 
terrible  attack  upon  Secretary  Seward; 
Herold  and  Mrs.  Surratt.  Mrs.  Surratt's 
daughter  never  ceased  her  efforts  in 
behalf  of  her  mother.  On  the  morning 
of  the  execution  she  came  to  the  prison 
for  a  last  farewell.  As  the  prisoners 
were  led  from  their  cells,  a  staff  offi- 
cer and  a  spiritual  adviser  on  either  side 
of  each,  she  threw  herself  face  down- 
ward on  the  bed  in  young  Gibson's  room 
and  gave  way  to  her  grief.  Had  she 
raised  her  head  she  might  have  looked 
out  upon  the  scaffold,  but  she  did  not 
do  so. 

General  Hancock,  fearing  an  attempt 
to  rescue  the  conspirators,  had  assem- 
bled ton  thousand  troops,  and  few  per- 
sons were  ailowed  to  witness  the  hang- 
ing. But  with  the  irrepressible  spirit  of 
youth_  young  Gibson  was  in  the  front 
row. 

WBOTE    NAMES    FOE    E0DIE3. 

"After  the  bodies  were  taken  down," 
1  said  Mr.  Gibson,  "it  was  my  duty  as 
clerk  to  write  the  name  of  each  on  a 
slip  of  paper.  These  were  placed  in 
small  glass  phials  such  as  apothecaries 
use.  Each  was  hermetically^gealed  and 
placed  in  the  coffin  of  the  one  whose 
name  it  bore.  The  bodies  were  then 
buried  in  a  corner  of  the  arsenal  yard. 
Years  afterward,  when  public  feeling 
had  subsided  and  the  friends  of  the  con- 
demned were  allowed  to  take  the  bodies, 
these  slips  were  the  only  means  of  iden- 
tification. 

"Edwin  Booth,  whose  entire  afterlife 
was  saddened  by  his  brother's  crime,  and 
who  for  five  years  after  the  assassina- 
tion gave  up  the  stage  altogether,  took 
the  body  of  John  Wilkes  Booth  to  a 
cemetery  in  Baltimore,  where  it  now 
rests. 

Gibson,  after  being  mustered  out,  re- 

I  turned    to   Philadelphia   and    completed 

high    school,   being   graduated    in    1S67. 

The  class,   of  which   but  eighteen   now 

remain,  holds  a  reunion  each  year. 

With     a     letter     of     recommendation 
from  General  Hartranft,  he  obtained  a  I 
position    with    a    gas    fixture    firm    and  '■ 
retired    a   few   years   ago   as   owner   of 


I  the  Gibson  Gas  Fixture  Works.  Most 
business  men  of  thirty  years  ago  will 
recall  his  celebrated  three  years'  fight 
on  the  trusts,  when  he  became  known 
the  country  over  as  "the  trust  buster." 
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The   Baltimore   News   Obtains 

Picture  Kept  From  Public 

for  60  Years. 

Sixty  years  ago  today — 
April  14,  18G5 — Abraham  Lin- 
coln was  assassinated  in 
Ford's  Theatre,  Washington, 
and  five  persons  alleged  to 
"nave  been  implicated  in  his 
death  paid  with  their  lives 
within  a  short  time. 

The  first  was  John  Wilkes  Booth, 
Baltimore  actor  and  the  actual 
slayer  of  Lincoln.  There  are  vari- 
ous reports  regarding  his  move- 
ments following  the  killing  of  the 
President. 

Some  have  it  he  was  killed  in  a 
barn  in  Virginia,  his  body  taken  to 
Washington  and  later  removed  to 
Baltimore  for  burial  in  Greenmoimt 
Cemetery. 

STORIES    CONFLICT 

Slill    other    stories    hold    he   was 

killed  near  Richmond,  Va.,  and  his 

body    buried    in    quicklime,    while 

, others  say  he  escaped  his  gursjers 


and  moved  West,  to  commit  suicide- 
some  3a  years  after  Lincoln's 
death. 

But  there  were  four  others,  in- 
cluding one  woman,  who  were 
found  guilty  of  conspiracy  in  con- 
nection with  the  assassination 
and  were  hanged  simultaneously 
"by  their  necks  until  they  were 
dead''  to  expiate  the   crime. 

They  were  Mrs.  Mary  Surratt, 
Lewis  Payne,  David  Herold  and 
George  Adzerott. 

The  Baltimore  News  is  able  to  re- 
produce a  picture  of  the  actual 
hanging  of  the  quartet. 

DEATHBED  PERMISSION 
For  nearly  threescore  years  this 
copy  belonged  to  William  J.  Harbi- 
son, who,  as  sergeant  of  Company 
II,    First    Regiment,    United    States 
Veteran  Volunteers,  had  charge  of 
the  soldiers  attending  the  hanging. 
During    life    Sergeant    Harbison 
steadfastly  refused  to  give  up  the 
picture  to  historians,  biographers 
and   others,   but   he   gave   permis- 
sion on  his  deathbed  to  have  the 
picture  published. 
His    son,    J.    Guy    Harbison,    307 
Cast  North  avenue,   in  accordance 
with  his   father's  wish,  offered  the 
photograph  to  The  Baltimore  News 
for  reproduction. 

PLOT   IN    WOMAN'S   HOME 

Hanging  of  the  conspirators  in 
the  assassination  of  President  Lin- 
coln created  almost  as  big  a  sen- 
sation as  his  actual  slaying. 

Investigation  of  the  killing  dis- 
closed the  plot  had  been  con- 
cocted in  the  home  of  Mrs.  Sur- 
ratt. The  military  commission 
which  tried  the  four  quickly  found 
all  guilty  and  condemned  them  to 
death. 

According  to  Sergeant  Harbison, 
the  four  were  executed  on  the  after- 
noon of  July  7,  1SR5,  in  the  yard  of 
the  old  arsenal  in  Washington.  The 
scaffold,  with  its  four  nooses  swing- 
ing with  the  breezes,  had  been  built 
especially  for  the  occasion. 

The  platform  was  wide.  When 
the  ropes  were  adjusted  about  the 
necks  of  the  victims  they  stood  side 


by  side  on  the  liont  of  this  plat-, 
form,  which  was  made  in  two  bee- 1 
lions. 

PHOTO  OF  HANGING 
A i  a  signal  from  General  Han- 
cook  a  wire  was  pulled  and  the 
bolts  holding  up  the  front  pan  of 
tii  ■  scaffold  fell  away,  dropping  the 
tour  victims  to  their  deaths. 

Beneath  the  scaffold  four  graves    j 
had  been  dug.    These  open  graves    j 
with    their    pine    boxes    were    in 
plain    view    of    the    soldiers    and 
citizens  who  had  gathered  for  the    ' 
hanging. 

Just  at  the  moment  when  the  . 
trap  was  sprung  Sergeant  Harbi-  | 
son,  so  lie  explained  latertomem-  ! 
bers  of  his  family,  turned  and  ' 
6aw  a  photographer  taking  a  pic- 
ture of  the  scene. 

HARBISON    IN    PICTURE 
Sergeant    Harbison    can    be    ob- 
served in  the  front  of  the  picture,  j 
gazing  at  the  photographer.    He  is 
easily  distinguished  by  the  chevrons  I 
on  his  arms  denoting  his  rank. 

In    view    of    the    recent    different ' 
versions  regarding  the  burial  place  i 
of  John  Wilkes  Booth,  it  is  interest- . 
ing  to  note  that  Sergeant  Harbison, 
who  for  41  years  was  in  the  employ  ] 
of  the  District  Government,  always  ! 
contended    that    Booth    was   finally 
buried    in    Greenmount    Cemetery, 
this  city. 
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NOW  MY  IDEA  IS  THIS! 

Daily    Talks    With    Thinking    Philadelphians    on    Subjects    They 
Know    Best 


ALFRED  C.  GIESON 


ALFRED   C.  GIBSON 

Last  known  surviving  figure  in  the  trial  of 
the  murderers  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  His- 
torian of  the  City  History  Society  of  Phila- 
delphia. Director  Germantowii  Historical 
Society,  formerly  the  Site  and  Jleliv  Society. 
HI  ember  Historical  Society  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Life  member  of  the  Manufacturers 
Club.  Former  director  of  the  Trades  League 

The  Lincoln  Conspirators^ 

"PRESIDENT  LINCOLN  was  shot  by 
X  John  Wilkes  Booth  on  the  night  of 
Good  Friday,  April  14,  1865,  during  the 
performance  of  Tom 
Taylor's  piny,  '0  u  r 
American  Cousin,' 
given  as  a  benefit  to 
Miss  Laura  Kcene, 
who  had  appeared 
about  1000  times  in 
the  character  of  Flor- 
ence Trenchard,"  says 
Mr.    Gibson. 

"When  the  shot 
was  lired  some  lines 
had  just  left  the  lips 
of  Harry  Hawk,  who 
was  playing  the  part 
of  Asa  Trenchard. 
The  celebrated  actors, 
Joseph  Jefferson  and 
the  elder  Sothern,  had 
both  played  in  this 
piece  with  Miss  Keeue,  but  were  not  in 
her  company  at  Washington. 

"This  was  five  days  after  Lee  surrendered 
and  exactly  four  years  from  the  time  our 
Hag  hud  been  hauled  down  from  Fort  Sum- 
ter. The  tragedy  occurred  in  Ford's  Thea- 
tre, which  was  never  a  place  of  amus-ement 
thereafter,  finally  being  purchased  and  used 
by    the    Government. 

"Booth  fled  into  Virginia  and  was  over- 
taken south  of  the  Rappahannock  River, 
where  he  was  shot  by  Sergeant  Boston  Cor- 
bett  during  the  attempt  to  capture  him. 
There  had  been  a  previous  plan  to  kidnap 
the  President  and  take  him  to  Richmond, 
which  failed. 

General  Wallace  on  Trial  Board 

''The  eight  prisoners  who  were  in  the 
abduction  conspiracy  plot  to  assassinate 
several  heads  of  the  Government  were  tried 
by  a  military  commission  of  nine  officers, 
one  of  them  being  Major  General  Lew 
Wallace,  who  afterward  wrote  'The  Fair 
God,'  'Ben  Hur'  and  'The  Prince  of  India.' 
The  proceedings  were  recorded  by  Bean 
Pitman,    of   shorthand    fame. 

"When  not  yet  sixteen  I  enlisted  as  a 
fifer  in  the  215th  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
but  soon  after  my  regiment  reached  the  army 
in  Virginia,  at  the  suggestion  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Jones,  who  knew  my  father  in  Nor- 
ristown,  I  applied  for  and  obtained  a  cleric- 
ship  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Third  Di- 
vision, Ninth  Army  Corps,  commanded  by 
Major  General  John  F.  Hartranft,  also 
from  Norristown  and  afterward  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania.  Soon  after  the  assassina- 
tion of  Lincoln,  General  Hartranft  was 
ordered  to  report  to  General  Hancock,  an- 
other Norristown  man,  at  Washington,  to 
take  command  of  the  military  prison  in  the 
old  penitentiary  building  on  the  arsenal 
grounds.  There  the  conspirators  were  con- 
fined and  there  the  trial  took  place. 

"General  Hartranft  took  me  with  him 
in  an  army  wagon  to  Alexandria,  thence 
by  boat  to  Washington,  to  act  us  his  clerk 
nt  the.  nrjgoji,. '  3£u_uj.:  ^oxgji.ajit.s^  1FJ&&S  as 
turnkeys,  gave  me  daily  accounts  of  .all 
that  transpired  with  the  prisoners.  I  kept 
a  record  of  those  facta  and  wrote  a  report 
every  morning  for  General  Hartranft  to 
sign   and   forward   to   General   Hancock. 

"A  clerk  wan  necessary,  but  there  was 
so  little  to  do  that  I  had  to  devise  stunts 
for  amusement,  iconic  times  I  would  pitch 
finoits  with  the  prisoners  when  they  were 
allowed  to  take  exercise  in  the  prison  yard. 
Then  I  played  the  fife,  annoying  the  gen- 
eral's staff  officers  so  much  that  he  fre- 
quently gave  me  passes  to  go  out  and  see 
the  sights  of   Washington. 

"After  the  trial  commenced  I  found  much 
to  interest  me  in  the  courtroom.  Testimony 
began  May  12  and  ended  June  11.  After 
arguments  of  counsel*  the  commisison  de- 
liberated and  pronounced  sentences  June  30, 
Ihe  trial  lasting  seven  weeks.  President 
Johnson  gave  his  approval  July  5,  eight 
being  convicted.  Four  were  hanged  on 
July  7.  Mrs.  Surratt,  Payne  Atzerodt  and 
Herold  were  all  hanged  at  one  time,  stand- 
ing in  a  row  on  two  trap  doors.  Arnold 
OXaugblin,  Dr.  Mudd  and  Kpaugler  were 
sentenced  to  a  fort  on  the  Dry  Tortugas, 
an  island  off  the  const  of  Florida,  the  rirst 
thr^e  for  life  and  Spangler  for  six  years. 
"A  yellow  fever  epidemic  broke  out  nt 
the   Drj_ Tortugas    in,   1867,    during  which 


O'Laughlin  died  of  the  disease.  Dr.  Mudd 
rendered  such  elficient  service  during  the 
emergency  that  the  officers  recommended 
his  pardon,  which  was  granted  in  lSfif>. 
Arnold  and  Spangler  also  were  pardoned 
the  same  year. 

"Herold,  only  twenty-three  years  old, 
spent  much  of  bis  time  with  Booth,  some- 
what like  an  errand  boy,  took  part  in  the 
nigbc  and  was  Captured  with  Booth  when 
the  latter  was  shot.  Booth  was  buried  under 
one  of  Ihe  lower  ground  floor  cells  of  the 
penitentiary  building  at  the*  arsenal.  In 
February,  1S69,  he  was  reinterrod  in  Balti- 
more by  his  brother,  Edwin  Booth,  who 
never  played  in  Washington  after  the  trag- 
edy and  did  not  reappear  on  the  stage  any 
where  for  nearly  n  year,  when  he  was  re- 
ceived with  unstinted  applause. 

"Atzerodt  was  delegated  to  kill  Vice 
President  Johnson,  but  made  a  mess  of  the 
job.*  I  was  in  front  of  the  scaffold  at  the 
execution,  only  ten  feet  away  from  Atze- 
rodt, and  heard  him  mumble,  'Shentlcmens, 
take  ware.'  Evidently  he  meant  to  imply, 
'You  here  cau  see  niy  ending,  so,  genile- 
men,   beware.' 

Dropped  Vials  in  Coffins 
"When  the  four  bodies  were  out  down 
it  devolved  upon  me  to  place  hermetically 
yealed  small  glass  vials  I  had  prepared,  con- 
taining the  name  of  each,  into  the  proper 
coffins.  Several  years  later,  when  relatives 
obtained  the  bodies,  I  read  in  the  newspa- 
pers that  identification  was  made  possible 
through  the  discovery  of  these  vials.  Annie 
Surratt,  daughter  of  the  convicted  woman, 
came  to  the  prison,  and  after  bidding  her 
mother  farewell  was  taken  to  my  room  on 
the  third  floor  just  outside  the  prison  door, 
and  lay  sobbing  on  the  bed.  Had  .^he 
looked  out  the  window  of  my  room  she  could 
have  seen  the  execution.  Some  years  later 
I  heard  of  her  living  on  Cherry  street  in 
Philadelphia. 

"Occasionally  some  one  speaks  of  hang- 
ing an  innocent  woman,  but  those  on  the 
spot  had  no  doubt  of  Mrs.  Surratt's  guilt. 
Her  house  was  shown  to  be  the  meeting 
place  of  the  conspirators,  led  by  Booth  and 
her  son,  John  IT.  Surratt.  Payne,  in  hiding 
for  three  days  after  stabbing  Secretary 
Seward,  was  captured  while  entering  this 
house  without  knowing  it  to  be  in  the  pos- 
session of  Government  officers.  He  was 
disguised  as  a  laborer  with  a  pick  on  his 
shoulder  and,  when  questioned,  said  Mrs. 
Surratt  had  sent  for  him  to  see  aboirfr  dig- 
ging a  gutter. 

"It  was  brought  out  at  the  trial  that 
Mrs.  Surratt  went  to  a  tavern  in  Surratls- 
ville,  twelve  miles  south  of  .Washington, 
owned  and  formerly  kept  by  her,  hut  leased 
in  1SG4  to  John  M.  Lloyd,  and  left  Booth's 
field  glasses  on  the  afternoon  of  the  murder 
with  Lloyd,  telling  him  to  have  them  ready 
that  night,  some  whisky  and  two  carbines 
that  had  been  left  on  a  previous  occasion 
by  John  H.  Surratt,  Herold  and  Atzerodt. 
Booth  and  Herold,  while  escaping  on  horse- 
back from  Washington,  called  that  night 
and  received  the  field  glasses,  whisky  and 
carbines  from  Lloyd.  And  it  was  shown 
that  Booth  furnished  the  money  to  hire 
the  horse  and  buggy  Mrs.  Surratt  used  that 
afternoon. 

Surratt    Jury    Disagreed 

"John  IT.  Surratt.  comaster  of  ceremonies 
with  Booth,  was  giving  directions  to  the 
conspirators  on  Good  Fridav  and  Hed  that 
night  for  Canada.  About  .Tune,  lSiiG,  he 
was  located  as  a  papal  zouave  in  Italy,  ar- 
rested, escaped  and  recaptured  in  Egypt. 
He  was  placed  on  trial  June  10,  1S67,  in 
a  civil  court  in  Wayhinglon.  The  jury- 
could  not  agrct*  and  he  was  finally  dis- 
charged  June   22,   1S6S. 

"Many  of  the  events  of  my  nearly  four 
months1'  sojourn  in  Washington  appeared 
to  me  at  the  time  to  be  merely  everyday, 
matter-of-fact  occurrences,  but  now  they 
are  listened  to  with  interest,  after  the  lapse 
of  more  than, sixty  years,  by  people  of  today. 

"I  never  saw  my  regiment .  again  after 
leaving  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  that 
wagon.  When  the  penitentiary  job  ended 
General  Hartranft  arranged  for  me  to  go 
to  the  headquarters  of  General  Augur,  who 
was  in  command  of  the  city.  The  regiment 
was  mustered  out  at  Fort  Deleware  early 
in  August,  1S65,  and  I  received  my  honor- 
able discharge  and  extra  clerkship  pin  money 
a  few  days  later  at  Washington. 

"Yearning  for  knowledge,  I  was  accorded 
the  unusual  privilege  of  re-entering  the 
Central  High  School,  where  I  started  in 
lSUiJ,  finishing  in  1SG7.  Our  sixtieth  an- 
nual reunion  will  be  held  November  S.  We 
always  meet  election  .night  and  have  not 
missed  a  reunion  since  graduation.  Only 
fourteen  remain  out  of  110  who  entered 
in  1S6J.  but  no  dealhs  have  been  reported 
during  the-  last  yeur."-      _.„,„_.  ^z't.&'&lz&Jti.v 
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PUBLICATION  of  a  picture  of  the  hanging  of  those  Involved  with  John  Wilkes  ' 
Booth,    Baltimore   actor,    in  the   assassination  of  President   Lincoln  w'as  made  possi- 
ble today,  60  years  after  the  tragedy,  by  J.  Guy  Harbison,  307  East  North  avenue, 


son  of  William  J.  Harbison  (arrow),  who  a3  the  sergeant  in  command  of  the  execu- 
tion  contingent  had  one  of  the  pictures  made  of  the  hanging.  Mrs.  Surratt,  Lewis 
Payne,    David    Herold    and    George   Adzerath  are  shown  on  the  scaffold. 
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Witnessed  Hanging  of  Lincoln 
Conspirators  Sixty-five  Years  Ago 

Editor,   the  Praiikford  Dispatch: 

It  might  be  of  interest  to  your  read- 
ers on  Friday,  April  15th,  the  sixty- 
seventh  anniversary  of  the  death  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  to  know  that  there 
is  still  living  close  to  your  community 
an  aged  gentleman,  who  is  probably 
the  last  survivor  of  those  who  wit- 
nessed the  hanging  of  the  four  Lincoln 
conspirators. 

Daniel  St.  Clair,  aged  86  years,  re- 
sides with  his  son-in-law  and  daugh- 
ter, Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  F.  Delaney, 
at  3908  Bennington  street. 

Some  time  ago  I  visited  Mr.  SN;. 
Clair  and  he  told  me  of  the  hanging 
on  July  7th,  1865,  of  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
Surratt,  Lewis  Payne  Powell,  George 
A.  Atzerodt  and  David  E.  Herold,  four 
of  the  Lincoln  conspirators.  Mr.  St. 
Clair  was  Mrs.  Surratt's  death  watch. 

This  Civil  War  veteran  also  wit- 
nessed the  hanging  on  November  10th, 
1865,  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  of  Capt.  Henry 
Wirz,  for  his  inhuman  treatment  of 
Union  soldiers  at  Andersonville. 

Mr.  St.  Clair,  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany G,  93d  Regiment,  Penna.  Volun- 
teers, was  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Fair  Oaks.  He  is  well  preserved  for  a 
man  of  his  advanced  years. 

HOWARD   K.   TERRY. 


Obituaries 

DANIEL  ST.  CLAIR 


Guard  at  Hanging  of  Abraham 
Lincoln's  Assassins 

Daniel  St.  Clair,  88,  3916  K  st- 
one of  the  guards  from  the  Union 
Army  present  at  the  hanging  of  the 
conspirators  in  the  assassination  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  died  yesterday  at 
the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
George  Delaney,  same  address. 

Mr.  St.  Clair  was  born  in  Read- 
ing. When  he  was  16  he  enlisted  in 
the  Union  Army.  He  was  wounded 
in.  the  arm  in  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks 
and  was  taken  prisoner.  He  was 
later  released,  but  the  injury  made 
him  ineligible  for  active  service.  He 
then  re-enlisted  as  a  guard. 

After  his  discharge  from  the 
army,  he  was  employed  by  the  Read- 
ing Railroad  and  remained  with  the 
company  for  35  years.  He  moved  to 
this  city  15  years  ago. 


VET  IN  LINCOLN 
DRAMA  IS  DEAD 

Daniel  St.  Clair  Saw  Con- 
spirators Hanged. 

Daniel  St.  Clair,  88,  one  of  the 
guards  of  the  Union  Army  present  at 
the  hanging  of  the  conspirators  In 
the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, died  yesterday  at  the  home  of 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  George  Delanev 
3916   K  st. 

In  1861,  when  he  was  only  18  he 
enlisted  in  the  Union  Army.  At 'the 
battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  he  was  wounded 
in  the  arm  and  taken  prisoner.  Fol- 
lowing his  release,  the  Injury  made 
him  ineligible  to  remain  ln  active 
service.     He  then  re-enlisted  as  guard 

Following  his  discharge  from  the 
army,  he  was  employed  by  the  Read- 
ing Railroad  and  remained  with  the 
company  for  35  years. 

Born  In  Reading,  he  moved  to  this 
city   15   years  ago.ftj^  .',«,,■,( 
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Gallows  in  the  Prison  Yard  where  the  Conspirators  were  Hanged — 
Photograph  taken  on  the  afternoon  of  July  7,  1865  when  the  ropes  were  being  noosed 
about  the  conspirators — Original  negative  by  Alexander  Gardner,  government 
photographer,  now    in    Brady-Gardner   Collection    in    Spruigheld,    Massachusetts 
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Execution  of  the  Convicted  Prisoners  in  the  Lincoln  Assassination — 
This  remarkable  negative  is  a  silent  witness  of  the  end  of  one  of  the  world's 
greatest  tragedies — Taken  by  Alexander  Gardner  while  those  who  paid 
penalty,  were    hanging    on    gallows — Negative    in    Springfield,    Massachusetts 


AN   UMBRELLA  PROTECTS  THE   CONDEMNED   WOMAN    (LEfT)   FROM   THE   SUN   AS  GENERAL   HARTRANFT   READS  EXECUTION   WARRANT    ON  JULY  7.   1865 


The  hanging  of  the  four  conspirators  whom  Booth  had  duped  into  helping  him  in  his  wild  bid 
for  immortality  took  place  in  the  yard  of  the  old  Washington  Penitentiary.  Above:  hating 
to  hang  a  woman,  officers  in  charge  take  as  much  time  as  possible  with  straps  and  nooses, 
hoping  that  a  White  House  messenger  will  tiring  a  last-minute  reprieve  for  Mrs.  Surratt. 


"Her,  tOO?"  cries  the  jailer  as  General  Hancock  strides  into  the  yard,  signaling  that  no  White 
.  House  messenger  has  come.  From  left  to  right,  Mrs.  Surratt  whimpers,  Powell  stands  firm, 
Herold  trembles,  Atzerodt  gibbers:  "Goodby,  shendlemans."  Soldiers  witli  axes  knock 
out  the  props,  the  trap  doors  fall  with  a  crash,  four  bodies  (below)  hang  limp  in  death. 


~^ 


Execution  of  the  Lincoln  Conspirators, 
Mrs.  Surratt,  Payne,  Atzerott  and  Herolii. 


Tivo  Lawton  Soldiers  Acquainted 
With  Facts  of  Lincoln's  Death 


Two  former  Lawton  Civil  War 
•oldiers  were  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  facts  regard- 
ng  President  Lincoln's  assassina- 
tion and  funeral.  Andrew  Price 
.vas  in  Washington  at  the  time 
Licoln  was  shot.  James  W.  Clark 
was  a  member  of  the  Post  Band 
that  led  the  procession  at  Linc- 
oln's funeral  at  Springfield.  The 
Clark  family  resided  three  miles 
east  of  Lawton.  The  sons  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Clark  were  Nelson, 
Charles  and  Raymond.  Some  of 
the  sons  were  musicians. 


The  following  article  by  An- 
drew Price  was  written  for  the 
Leader  40  years  ago. 

Mr.  Andrew  Price  of  Lawton 
was  an  eye-witness  to  the  hang- 
ing of  the  conspirators  against 
President  Lincoln  nearly  50  years 
ago.  There  were  only  a  few  pres- 
ent at  the  hanging.  It  is  doubtful 
that  there  are  any  others  living 
who  witnessed  the  execution  of 
these  people.  By  request,  Mr. 
Price  gives  us  the  following,  as 
he  recalls  the  incidents  of  those 
trying  days: 

"In  the  spring  and  summer  of 
1865,  I  was  in  Washington  carry- 
ing   dispatches,    and    on    account 


of  my  position  had  access  to 
every  place  where  the  officers 
were  allowed  to  go.  I  had  enlisted 
at  Kalamazoo  in  the  First  Michi- 
gan Cavalry,  Co.  G  but  later  was 
transferred  to  the  provisional  cav- 
alry at  Washington.  I  had  never 
ridden  a  horse  before  my  enlist- 
ment and  you  can   imagine  that 

I  had  some  trouble  in  learning 
to  ride.  After  many  trials  I 
learned  to  handle  a  horse  and 
had  the  reputation  of  being  a 
good  rider. 

"I  was  in  Washington  when 
President  Lincoln  was  inaugurat- 
ed and  heard  him  make  a  speech 
from  the  steps  of  the  White 
House.  I  saw  John  Wilkes  Booth 
a  number  of  times  at  Ford's  The- 
ater, also  the  Willard  Hotel. 
Booth  was  a  very  fine  looking 
man  and  was  well  built.  On  the 
night  of  the  president's  assassina- 
tion,   April    14,    between    10    and 

II  o'clock  I  was  called  out  of 
bed  and  told  to  saddle  my  horse 
and  I  and  a  number  of  others 
started  down  Pennsylvania  Ave- 
nue on  the  run.  It  was  an  excit- 
ing ride.  The  streets  were  full 
of  people.  We  crossed  the  long 
bridge  and  guarded  the  river  all 
night.  Previous  to  our  arrival 
we  were  given  no  intimation  as 
to  why  we  were  called  out.  As 
we  crossed  the  bridge  we  were 
told  that  the  president  had  been 
shot.  In  the  morning  we  went 
back  to  the  city  and  every  build- 
ing was  draped  in  black  and  the 
streets  were  crowded  with  excit- 
ed people.  I  saw  one  man  lying 
in  the  gutter,  shot  through  the 
head  for  saying  that  Lincoln 
ought  to  have  been  shot  four 
years  ago.  After  returning  to  the 
city   we  got  our  provisions  and 

i  then  started  after  Booth  and  the 

'  other      conspirators.       We      rode 

night   and   day  and   were  absent 

several  days  when  the  word  came 

that  Booth   had  been   killed   and 

j  Herold  captured.    We  were  with- 

i  in  only  a  few  miles  of  Garrett's 

!  farm    where    Booth    and    Herold 

(Continued  on  last  page) 


Lawton  Soldiers  Knew 
About  Lincoln's  Death 


(Continued  from  first  page) 

were  found. 

"We  returned  to  Washington 
<nd  a  few  days  after  Boston  Cor- 
oet,  the  man  who  shot  Booth 
•ame  to  headquarters.  He  was 
a  small  man  and  parted  his  hair 
n  the  middle. 

"On  the  day  that  the  conspir- 
ators were  hung,  I  took  a  dis- 
oatch  to  the  White  House  and 
'here  I  saw  Mrs.  Surrat's  young 
daughter  Anna.  She  was  plead- 
ing for  permission  to  see  the 
resident  that  she  might  try  and 
get  her  mother  pardoned.  It  was 
very  sad.  There  were  two  or 
three  other  soldiers  in  the  hall 
-md  I  guess  they  all  cried.  I 
know  I  did.  Then  I  went  from 
there  to  the  old  arsenal  prison 
where  the  hanging  took  place. 
I  went  in  with  Gen.  Hancock. 
It  was  a  sight  that  not  many  saw. 
It  is  a  sad  thing  to  see  people 
Sang.  It  was  the  first  hanging 
that  I  ever  saw  and  I  hope  it 
will  be  the  last. 

"The  four  people  who  were 
hung  were  Mrs.  Surrat,  Payne, 
Herold  and  Atzerodt. 

"Later  I  saw  the  grandest  sight 
of  all,  the  grand  review  of  the 
army  to  pass  the  grandstand.  I 
stood  in  front  of  the  stand  and 
saw  it  all.  I  saw  a  good  many 
of  the  generals;  saw  Gen.  Custer 
when  his  horse  ran  away.  It 
did  not  go  far  before  he  stopped 
it.  How  the  people  cheered  to 
see  his  long  yellow  hair  flowing. 
It  was  a  sight  to  see  the  old  bat- 
tle flags  all  torn  and  tattered  by 
shot  and  shell.  How  happy  sol- 
diers were  to  think  that  they 
would  be  home  soon  to  see  their 
mothers  and  wives,  but  how 
many  mothers  and  wives  were 
never  to  see  their  loved  ones. 
My  dear  mother  never  would  see 
again  in  this  world  her  soldier 
husband  and  two  sons.  All  filled 
soldiers'   graves. 

"I  was  discharged  August  14, 
18C5  and  I  went  home  on  the 
first  train,  to  see  my  dear  mother 
and  sister. 
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SPOT  IGNORED 
FOR  90  YEARS 
TO  QUIET  TALK 


Fear  Woman  Died 
Innocent 


(Other  photos  on  page  S) 

BY  A.  E.  GELDHOF 

[Chlcaso  Tribune  Press  Sertlcel 

Washington,  July  9— Ninety 
years  ago  this  week,  there  took 
place  one  of  the  most  tragic 
events  in  American  history: 
the  hanging  of  a  woman  and 
three  men  for  the  assassination 
of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

The  woman  was  Mrs.  Mary 
E.  Surratt,  who  ran  the  board- 
ing house  on  II  street  where 
John  Wilkes  Booth  plotted  the 
"crime  of  the  century."  The 
men  were  George  A.  Atzerodt, 
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Mrs.  Mary  E.  Jenkins  Surratt, 
banged  as  Lincoln  assassination  | 
plotter    despite    almost    certain 

Innocence.  | 

Lewis  Paine  and  David  E.  Her- 
old.  There  was  not  much  doubt 
of  the  men's  guilt  in  the  con- 
spiracy, but  historians  have 
been  asking  ever  since,  "Was 
Mrs.  Surratt  really  guilty,  or 
did  the  military  court  decide 
She  must  be  a  scapegoat? " 


For  that  reason  the  United 
States  government  never  has 
been  eager  to  see  the  question 
kept  alive.  For  years  even  the 
burial  place  of  Booth  was  kept 
secret;  it  was  originally  in  the 
floor  of  the  old  prison  where 
the  conspirators  were  held  and 
tried.  Even  today,  no  guide- 
books of  Washington  mention 
the  scene  of  the  hanging;  no 
sight-seeing  buses  take  curious 
tourists  to  the  spot,  and  only  a 
handful  of  Washington  people 
even  know  where  it  is. 

Finds  Lincoln  Expert 

But  the  other  day  I  stood  on 
the  spot  where  the  creaky 
wooden  gallows  was  erected 
and,  looking  up,  with  the  fa- 
mous Brady  photograf  of  the 
hanging  in  mind,  could  almost 
reach  out  and  touch  the  feet 
of  the  conspirators  dangling  at 
the  end  of  four  ropes.  To  my 
left  I  looked  up  at  the  third 
floor  windows  of  the  old  war- 
time penitentiary  where  the 
conspirators  were  tried — some 
say  "  railroaded  to  death." 

I  had  asked  Bert  Sheldon,  re- 
tired lieutenant  of  Washington 
police,  who  is  as  saturated  with 
Lincolniana  as  anyone  in  Wash- 
ington, to  show  me  the  scene 
of  the  execution.  Bert  drove 
me  to  Greenleaf  Point,  at  the 

[Continued  on  page  5] 
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Fear  Innocent  Woman 
Died  in  Roundup 


[Continued  from  first  page] 


foot  of  4%  St.  S.  E.,  just  op- 
posite Potomac  park. 

Here  are  located  Fort  Leslie 
McNair,  an  army  recruiting 
base,  and,  at  the  end  of  the 
point,  the  army  war  college. 
During  the  Civil  War  the  site 
was  the  location  of  a  govern: 
rnent  arsenal  and  the  District 
which  Ji1  m  b  i  a  penitentiary, 
prison.  V s  turned  into  an  army 
tries  at  tl*  drove  past  the  sen 
questioned  gate  without  being 
the  rows  o  and  passed  along 
ficers'  horf  barracks  and  of- 
ground,  jr  nes  to  the  parade 
war  collet  st  to  the  west  of  the 
r,  Je  building. 

At  tjj  -ick  Wall  Gone 
ground  e  end  of  the  parade 
coi'rr  '  is  a  small  handball 
-~,_ ., ' A'itbi  a  wooden  back 
wall,  and  a  tennis  court,  lying 
in  a  depression  along  the  drive- 
way. Across  the  drive  is  a  story 
and  a  half  brick  cottage,  the 
home  of  an  officer. 

"Step  down  off  the  drive 
Into  the  grass,"  said  Sheldon, 
and  as  I  complied  he  went  on, 
"  You  are  now  standing  where 
the  high  brick  wall  that  sur- 
rounded the  prison  yard  stood 
in  1865.  That's  the  one  that 
shows  in  the  Brady  photograf, 
with  armed  soldiers  standing 

"rd^w  lop- 
across  the  ik  at  that  cottage 
that  made  thrive.  The  bricks 
that  house.  '  at  wall  are  now  in 
down  in  18G  The  wall  was  torn 

Site"7- 
"  Walk   ji  ^our  Graves 

"  ._diagonally  across  the 


Hanging  That  Washington  Is  Ashamed  of  and  Has  Pretty  Well  Concealed 
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George  A.  Atzerodt,  cringing 
culprit  who  talk-talk-talked  till 
the  trap  was  sprung. 


Hanging  o 
David  Herold, 
Wilkes  Booth 
is  a  tennis  cou 


f  Mrs  Mary  E.  Jenkins  Surratt  (left),  Lewis  Paine,  Gone,  Uo,  is  building  whose  corner  is  just  visible  at  left.  Between 

and  George  A.  Atzerodt  as  conspirators  with  John  it  and  the  wall  is  the  clink,  still  standing.   The  four  were  tried 

in  assassination  of  President  Lincoln.  Today  there  on  thirl  floor.    Lower  half  of  courtroom  window  is  discernible 

rt  where  photo  shows  high  wall  with  soldiers  on  it.  directly  above  barred  windows.  


grass  half  way  to  the  handball 
court." 

I  did  so.  As  I  stopped  Shel- 
don said: 

"You  are  now  on  the  spot 
where  four  graves  were  dug  by 
soldiers  and  four  plain  pine 
coffins  lay  near  them.  After 
the  execution  the  four  bodies 
were  placed  in  those  coffins 
and  buried  where  you  stand. 
In  1867,  when  the  main  prison 
building  was  torn  down,  the 
bodies  were  removed, '  along 
with  that  of  Booth,  and  given 


to  their  relatives  for  burial 
elsewhere. 

"Now  walk  to  the  handball 
court  and  stand  in  front  of  the 
backstop." 

I  knew  what  was  coming 
next. 

"  You  are  on  the  exact  spot 
where  the  conspirators  were 
hanged." 

I  asked  Sheldon  how  he 
knew  the  exact  location. 

"Col.  Raymond,  a  former 
commandant  of  the  fort,  took 
me  here  and  showed  me  the 
spot,"  he  replied.  "The  build- 


ing where  the  army  held  court 
over  the  conspirators  is  all 
that's  left  of  the  old  prison, 
and  I  hear  that  it  is  soon  to  be 
torn  down  because  it  obstructs 
the  parade  ground.  It  is  used 
now  as  a  general  warehouse 
and  utility  building." 

Contemporary  Account 

And  here  is  the  scene  of  July 
7,  1865,  as  it  was  described  by 
George  Alfred  Townsend, 
famed  correspondent  of  the 
New  York  World  and  later  of 
The  Chicago  Tribune. 

"I  entered  a  large,  grassy 


yard, 
ceeding 
top  of 
musket 
thickly 
low  wa 
buildin: 
"The 
beam  i 
the  ail 
ground 
lar/intf 
each  n< 
upheld 
of  whii 
by  12  f 


unbounded  by  an  ex- 
ly  high  wall.  On  the 
his  wall  soldiers,  with 
,  in  their  hands,  were 
planted.  The  yard  be- 
>  broken  by  irregular 
s  of  brick. 

gallows  consisted  of  a 
esting  horizontally  in 
,  20  f  e  e  t  from  the 
Four  ropes  at  irregu- 
rvals  dangled  from  it, 
jsed  at  the  end.  It  was 
by  three  props,  midway 
i  a  floor  was  laid,  20 
et,  held  in  its  position 


on  the  farther  side  by  shorter 
props,  and  reached  by  15  steps. 

"  Suddenly  the  wicket  opens, 
the  troops  spring  to  their  feet 
and  stand  at  order  arms,  the 
flags  go  up,  the  spectators 
huddle  a  little  closer  to  the 
scaffold,  all  the  writers  for  the 
press  produce  their  pencils 
and  notebooks. 

The  Last  Mile 

"  First  came  a  middle  aged 
woman  dressed  in  black,  bon- 
neted and  veiled,  walking  be- 
tween two  bareheaded  priests. 
Four  soldiers,  with  muskets  at 


Lewis  Paine,  only  one  of  the 
three  men  hanged  90  years  ago 
this  week  that  showed  any 
nerve. 


shoulder,  followed,  and  a  cap- 
tain led  the  way  to  the  gallows. 
Then  came  a  small  and  sham- 
bling German,  flanked  by  a 
Lutheran  clergyman,  and  also 
followed  by  an  armed  guard. 
The  third  preacher  an'd  party 
clustered  about  a  shabby  boy 
[Herold]  whose  limbs  tottered 
as  he  progressed!  The  fourth 
was  the  shadow  of  a  straight 
high  statue,  with  tawny  hair 
and  large  blue  eyes.  All  these, 
captives,  priests,  guards  and 
officers,  nearly  twenty  in  all, 
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climbed  slowly  and  solemnl: 
the  narrow  steps;  and  upoi 
four  arm-chairs  across  th 
stage  in  the  rear  of  the  traps 
the  condemned  were  seatei 
with  their  spiritual  attendant 
behind  them." 

After  describing  the  clergj 
men's  last  offices  for  the  cor 
demned,  Townsend  continue; 

"It  was  with  a  shudder,  a. 
most  a  blush,  that  I  saw  an  ol 
ficer  gather  the  ropes  tightl 
three  times  about  the  robes  o 
Mrs.  Surratt,  and  bind  he 
ankles.  She  half  fainted,  an 
sank  backwards  upon  the  a1 
tendants,  but  uttered  no  cr] 
One  Brave,  Two  Panicky 

Paine,  with  his  feet  laced  t< 
gether,  stood  straight  as  on 
of  the  scaffold  beams,  an 
braced  himself  so  stoutly  the 
this  in  part  prevented  th 
breaking  of  his  neck.  Herol> 
stood  well  beneath  the  dro[ 
still  whimpering.  Atzerodt,  i 
his  groveling  attitude,  whil 
they  tied  him,  began  to  ir 
dulge  in  his  old  vice  of  gat 
bing.  Again,  when  the  whit 
death  cap  was  drawn  over  hi 
face,  he  continued  to  cry  ou 
under  it. 

"Herold  protested  agains 
the  knot;  it  being  as  huge  a 
one's  double  fist.  Mrs.  Surral 
asked  to  be  supported,  that  sh 
might  not  fall.  When  the  deat 
caps  were  all  drawn  over  th 
faces  of  the  prisoners,  an 
they  stood  in  line  in  the  awft 
suspense  between  life  and  in 
mediate  death,  an  officer  sij 
naled  the  executioners,  an 
the  great  beams  were  darte' 
against  the  props  simultani 
ously.  The  two  traps  fell  wit 
a  slam,  the  four  bodies  dror 
ped  like  a  single  thing.  Th 
bodies  were  allowed  to  han 
about  twenty  minutes,  whe; 
the  surgeons  examined  ther. 
and  pronounced  all  dead. 

"In  about  ten  minutes  mor 
a  ladder  was  placed  against  th 
scaffold  and  the  bodies  wer 
cut  down  and  given  over  to 
squad  of  soldiers,  who  placet 
them  in  plain  pine  boxes  an 
lowered  them  into  the  graves.' 
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peace  terms.  One  Pennsylvanian  wrote 
to  a  fellow  Keystone-Stater,  Simon 
Cameron,  Lincoln's  first  Secretary  of 
War:  'Why  could  not  Mr.  [Secretary  of 
State]  Seward  have  prepared  the 
Inaugural  so  as  to  save  it  from  the 
ridicule  of  a  Sophomore  in  a  British 
University?'  —  apropos  of  which 
Messrs.  Randall  and  Current  write: 
'But  Cameron's  correspondent  knew 
nothing  of  the  actual  response  in 
England  .  ..  If  anything,  the  second 
inaugural  received  even  greater  im- 
mediate acclaim  in  England  than  ir 
the  United  States.'  And  Charles 
Francis  Adams,  Jr.,  (son  of  our  Am- 
bassador to  England),  veteran  of  the 
war  and  later  a  railroad  man,  thought 
that  'Not  a  prince  or  minister  in  all 
Europe  could  have  risen  to  such  an 
equality  with  the  occasion.' 

"Lincoln  himself,  in  a  letter  of 
March  15th,  wrote:  'I  expect  the 
[Second  Inaugural]  to  wear  as  well 
as — perhaps  better  than — anything  I 
have  produced;  but  I  believe  it  is 
not  immediately  popular.  Men  are 
not  flattered  by  being  shown  that 
there  has  been  a  difference  of  pur- 
pose between  the  Almighty  and  them.' 

"Cannon  boomed  as  Lincoln  walked 
from  the  platform.  That  evening,  in 
the  East  Room  of  the  White  House, 
he  shook  hands  (according  to  the 
press)  with  more  than  6,000  people 
—  among  them  Walt  Whitman,  who 
presently  wrote  the  greatest  of  Amer- 
ican elegies  on  the  death  of  the  man 
who  had  written  and  on  that  day 
spoken  the  greatest  of  American  in- 
augural addresses.  At  midnight  the 
crowds  departed,  leaving  the  White 
House,  said  the  Presiden's  aide,  Col- 
onel Crook,  looking  'as  if  a  regiment 
of  rebel  troops  had  been  quartered 
there,  with  permission  to  forage.'  " 
Inaugural  Address.  March  4,  1865. 
[Caption  title.]  8vo  leaflet,  removed, 
(short  marginal  tear  on  both  leaves, 
pp.  3,  in  morocco-backed  case.  [Wash- 
ington, 1865.]  $2,750.00 

"Monaghan  600.  The  extremely  rare 
first  printing.  "No  American  Presi- 
dent had  ever  spoken  words  like 
these    to    the    American    People." 

■ — Carl  Schurz. 
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From     the    Lincoln    National    Life    Foxindation 

A  portion  of  the  rope  with  which  David  E.  Herold  was  hanged  July  7,  1865. 


The  Lincoln  Conspirators 

A  Military  Court  in  Washington. 
D.C.  brought  to  trial  eight  people 
who  were  charged  with  conspiring  to 
bring  about  the  assassination  and 
death  of  the  Sixteenth  President  and 
the  members  of  his  cabinet  and  ad- 
ministrative staff.  Of  the  eight  pris- 
oners, four  were  given  a  death  sen- 
tence. These  were  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
Surratt,  Lewis  Paine,  David  E.  Her- 
old and  George  A.  Atzerodt.  The  re- 
maining four  were  given  prison  sen- 
tences. The  death  sentences  were 
carried  out  on  July  7,  1865. 

In  the  Foundation's  archives  is  to 
be  found  a  rather  gruesome  relic  — 
a  piece  of  the  rope  used  to  hang 
Herold,  along  with  a  statement  by 
W.  H.  Maxwell,  the  soldier  who  se- 
cured   the    fragment    of    execution: 

The  Regt.  I  was  in  the  4th  U.S. 
Veteran  Vols.  Hancock's  Corps  done 
duty  around  the  old  Capitol  prison 
Washington  where  those  connected 
with  the  assassination  of  Lincoln 
were  confined  formed  a  hollow 
square  about  the  scaffold  when  they 
were  hanged  and  Co.  E  of  which  I 
was  one  cut  the  bodies  of  Mrs. 
Surratt,  Payne,  Herold  &  Azerott 
down. 

W.   H.  Maxwell 

Maxwell  served  three  years  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  First  division, 
being  connected  with   the   6th   Corps, 


Announcement 
Lincoln  Lore  Index  1  —  1500 

About  November  1,  1967  there  will  be  available  for  sale 
a  Lincoln  Lore  Index  extending  from  the  first  copy  issued 
April  15,  1929  to  the  fifteen  hundredth  copy  issued  in  Febru- 
ary, 1963.  The  index  will  be  a  56  page  publication  in  offset 
printing  of  green  ink  and  will  measure  11"  x  8^",  the 
identical  measurements  of  Lincoln  Lore.  The  index  will  be 
in  three  divisions;  namely,  titles,  subjects  and  persons. 

The  price  of  the  index  will  be  released  at  a  later  date. 
All  orders  will  be  handled  through  the  Lincoln  National 
Life  Foundation. 


Co.,  65th  N.  Y.  Vols,  and  Battery  C. 
1st  Penn.  Light  Artillery.  He  also 
served  one  year  in  Co.  E.  4th  U.  S. 
Vet  Vols.  Hancock's  Corps.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  following  battles: 
Lees  Mill,  Siege  of  Yorktown,  Wil- 
liamsburg, Fair  Oaks,  White  Oak 
Swamp,  Malvern  Hill,  Fredericksburg, 
twice,  Salem  Heights,  Wilderness, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Maryland  Heights, 
Winchester  and  other  small  skirmish- 
es. 

After  the  war  Maxwell  was  an 
examiner  and  appraiser  of  merchan- 
dise at  the  New  York  Custom  House 
under  President  Arthur  and  also 
served  as  postmaster  for  Saugerties 
during    President   Grant's   first   term. 


Robert  Lincoln  —  Genealogist 

Editor's  Note:  Robert  T.  Lincoln,  the  eldest 
son  of  the  President,  was  often  reluctant  to 
discuss  the  lineage  of  his  distinguished  father. 
but  in  a  letter  dated  November  25,  1904  to 
William  E.  Curtis,  Chicago  Record-Herald 
Bureau,  Washington,  D.  C,  he  was  unusually 
accomodating. 

R.G.M. 

Pullman    Building 
Chicago 

November  Twenty-fifth,  1904 

Dear  Mr.  Curtis: 

Very  many  thanks  for  your  let- 
ter of  November  twelfth,  in  which 
you  give  me  some  interesting  and 
unknown  details  of  the  ancestry  of 
my   grandmother. 

The  blueprint  copy  of  the  Lincoln 
and  Boone  records  in  Pennsylvania, 
is  very  interesting  to  look  at,  and 
quite  amusing  in  the  close  details 
of  the  births  of  children.  It  begins 
with  the  marriage  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, son  of  Mordecai  Lincoln  in 
1737.  It  is  my  understanding  that 
this  Abraham  Lincoln  was  the 
brother  of  my  ancestor  John  Lin- 
coln, who  left  Pennsylvania  and 
settled  in  Rockingham  County,  Vir- 
ginia, about  1750.  His  son  Abra- 
ham, went  to  Kentucky  in  1780, 
and  my  father  was  the  grandson 
of  the  latter. 

Very  Truly  Yours 
Robert  T.   Lincoln 

Wm.    E.    Curtis,    Esq. 
Chicago  Record  Herald  Bureau 
Washington,  D.  C. 
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Exhibit  today: 
Pound  Ridge  man's 
kept  diary  at  A 
braham  Lincoln 
conspirator  trial, 
was  guard  at 
hanging 


POUND  RIDGE  —  On  this  date  147  years 
ago,  the  first  woman  to  be  hanged  by  the 
federal  government  and  three  other 
conspirators  were  executed  for  their  role  in 
the  assassination  of  President  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

The  sergeant  who  was  guarding  the  1865 
hanging  was  a  stagecoach  driver  from 
Pound  Ridge.  And  the  sergeant's  diary 
about  the  trial  and  execution  of  the  Lincoln 
conspirators  is  now  in  the  hands  of  his 
great-great-grandson. 

To  commemorate  the  local  connection, 
Pound  Ridge  Historical  Society  will  open  its 
museum  doors  at  1  p.m.  today  for  an 
exhibition  about  the  event  and  an 
appearance  by  Ed  Isaacs,  the  great-great- 
grandson  of  Sgt.  George  Dixon  and  the 
keeper  of  Dixon's  Smithsonian-worthy 
diary. 

Visitors  will  be  able  to  try  on  a  replica  of 
the  Lilly  irons  that  the  prisoners  wore  and 
view  the  diary  where  Dixon  recorded 


seeing  the  bullet  that  killed  Lincoln  and  the 
boot  that  was  cut  off  the  assassin's  broken 
foot. 

Isaacs  also  will  auction  four  DVD  copies  of 
the  Robert  Redford-directed  movie,  "The 
Conspirator." 

The  museum  on  Westchester  Avenue  will 
be  open  from  1  to  4  p.m.  for  the  event. 
Regular  museum  hours  are  2  to  4  p.m. 
weekends. 

If  you  go 

Pound  Ridge  Historical  Society  Museum 

255  Westchester  Ave. 

914-764-4333 
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